FETHARD DISPENSARY. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 3 March 1 865 ',—for. 



COPY “ of the Correspondence which passed last Year between the Poor 
Law Commissioners of Ireland and any Local Authorities in the County of 
Wexford relative to the Resignation and Re-election of a Dispensary 
Physician for the District of Fethard in that County.” 



Poor Law Commission Office, 
Dublin, 24 April 1865. 



} 



B. BANKS, 
Chief Clerk. 



(Air. M‘ Mahon.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

28 April 1865. 
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COPY of the Correspondence which passed last Year between the Poor Law 
Commissioners of Ireland and any Local Authorities in the County of Wexford 
relative to the Resignation and Re-election of a Dispensary Physician for the 
District of Fethard in that County. 



(No. 10,36 164.J 

No. 1 .— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
New Ross Union, on Wednesday, 18th May 1864. 

Proposed by Mr. Byrne ; seconded by Mr. Maddock. 

Resolved ,— That the cases and statement brought forward before the Board this 
day by the Reverend Mr. Codd, p.p. Sec., Warden, relative to the conduct of Dr. 
Biggs, be laid before the Commissioners, and their particular attention be called 
to same. 



Statement of the Reverend William Codd. 

To the Chairman of the Board of Poor Law Guardians of New Ross Union. 

Sir, _ Fethard, County Wexford, 17 May 1864. 

I beg to call your attention to the constant complaints of the sick poor as to 
the gross neglect of duty towards them by the medical officer, Dr. Biggs ; this 
cry of complaint is universal from the two districts of Fethard and Templetown. 
I enclose two of the latest, the sickness having terminated fatally in both cases, 
the doctor refusing in both cases to treat the sickness seriously (insisting in the 
case of one of them, Kitty Doyle, that she had only eaten too much). In the 
beginning of the complaint, then, when the signs of death began to appear, he 
would not visit till it would suit his convenience. Typhus fever was the 
sickness in both cases. I beg to enclose the declaration of the facts in both 
cases, signed by the parties who are to prove the truth of the complaint. 

The refusing to attend patients on visiting tickets is frequent. Thomas Doyle, 
of Boleyhill, was in fever 28 days ; the doctor went only once, though called 
again and again. John Ryan, of Fethard, two perches from the doctor’s door, 
was seven weeks on his back in the bed, with rheumatism in the head, and never 
was visited only twice during the sickness. This man’s wife went repeatedly for 
the doctor : on one occasion, being told at the front door that the doctor was 
not at home, she went round to the yard, and found him there; but he would 
not go across the street to see her husband, he having got a visiting ticket for 
this case. These two cases occurred in or about last harvest. 

This same cry of the sick poor about the gross neglect of duty to them on the 
part of Dr. Biggs reached the Commissioners in March 1 S6 1 . They ordered an 
investigation, which investigation ended in a censure being recorded against Dr. 
Biggs by the Commissioners. The ink was scarcely dry when the following out- 
rageous fact took place. A girl named Alice Walsh, of the Quay of Fethard, 
had the calf of her leg shot off. A messenger ran to the doctor, with visiting 
ticket in hand, but the doctor would not go. This girl, in that condition, had to 
go to the Dispensary, about an English mile, leaving a trail of her blood from 
her own door to the door of the Dispensary ; then, instead of curing the limb, it 
should be cut off. Why should it be cut off? “ The inflammation could not 
be got under, and it must go up into the body and cause death.” Yet this very 
thing was done by this poor ignorant family which the doctor said was impos- 
sible ; by simply keeping a stream of cold water constantly falling on the wound, 
the leg the doctor would have cut off is sound and active to-day. 

234- a 2 But 
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* Sic in orig. 



But there is another ground of complaint against Dr. Biggs, still more 
serious, in every one’s mouth, man, woman, and child : the doctor is given to 
drink. When a man is always in the public-house, there is but one opinion, and 
every one has this opinion of the doctor ; and, as a matter of course, a universal 
want of confidence grows out of this opinion. This universal want of confidence 
reveals itself by a public fact. A 11 those who have a fee to give take good care 
not to give the fee to Dr. Biggs. A doctor from another district is called by 
all this class ; even the coast-guard people, at his very door, call on another 
doctor. These certain extravagances, so completely at enmity with all the 
official ways of the profession, confirm this universal impression of the doctor 
being under the influence of drink. 

For instance, last week, lie went into the cabin of the Widow Fardy, of Gur- 
tins, brought in his horse — her daughter, dying of consumption, was sitting at 
the fire — into the place where the girl was ; then he took off his hat and put it 
on the horse’s head, and then insisted that the horse should take off the hat and 
put it back on the doctor’s head. 

I have known him to do the same in the case of a fever patient in the crisis, 
and with empty out-house at hand. Also, some short time ago, he brought his 
horse alongside of the bed of a dying man, Patrick Kelly, of Corse, the room 
being about 12 feet by 10, while there was a set of empty out-offices a few 
yards off. 

Yours, &c. 

William Codd, p.p. 

No. 1 Case, read by the Reverend William Codd. 

“My wife, Kitty Doyle, took sick on Saturday, 26th December 1863 ; one side of face 
swelled and she became very hot and sick ; the Monday following, December 28th. I was 
advised to send for Dr. Biggs ; I was told it was probable she had scarlatina, as she was 
attending for some time a person who was very ill with it. I went on Monday, 28th December, 
to Mr. Murphy, of Ralph; got avisitingticketfor Dr. Biggs; I brought it to him about! 1 o’clock 
a. m. ; he came to my house that evening about 6 or 7 o’clock p. m. ; I was not within at the 
time he came ; I was told that he said she ate too much on Christmas-day. I did not hear 
nm saying this myself; he left word for me to go to Fethard that night for medicine ; I 
' 80 > *'? gave me two small powders with directions to take one of them that night and 
he other in the morning ; she did so ; they produced no effect either for the better or worse, 
as ai as I could find out. This was the only medicine he gave or sent; I am quite certain 
°‘ 5 m meantime she was growing gradually worse ; seeing this I went for him myself 

on Wednesday, 30th December, about 9 o’clock a.m. He said he would come but that he 
should go to another place first ; he came about 8 o’clock p. m. on the same evening ; I was 
1D jd when he came; I don’t know what he said, but he left no medicine; my wife was 
gradually sinking still; I went for him again on Friday, New Year’s-day, about 11 o’clock; 
he said he would not come nor send medicine ; he said medicine would make her calloused 
and make her lose her teeth. He kept his word; he did not come nor did not send medicine. 
Hr. Long was visiting Mrs. Barden of Casso, who was bad with scarlatina at the same time,, 
and from whom I suspected my wife took the same. Dr. Long, I say, was visiting her ; on 
Wednesday, 29th December, he was asked by one of Mrs. Barden’s family to go see my wife ; 
he did so and pronounced her to have the scarlatina. But to return to Dr. Biggs, I sent 
Michael Parle for him again on Sunday, 3d January, about 3 o’clock, as my wife that day 
became exceedingly bad ; the doctor only began to make fun of him ; however, he came that 
night about 7 o clock; he said she bad typhus fever, ordered her wine, and came the next' 
morning about 8 o’clock, but she was dead ; she died about 7 o’clock the same morning. 

1 am prepared to prove to every sentence of the above on oath, when required. 

“ Little Graigue, 3 May 1864.” + <'j ohn Boyle. 



Case No. 2. 

r My daughter, Catherine Devereux, alias Mrs. Handrick, took sick about the 1st April 
last ; she was obliged to stop in bed on Monday, 4th April. I got a visiting ticket to bring 
the doctor from Mr. Murphy, of Ralph, on Tuesday, 5th April. I brought this ticket to 
Dr. Biggs, on the same day, about 1 0 o’clock a.m. ; he came to my house about half-an-hour 
a erwards, saw and examined my daughter; he was asked what was the matter with her; 
he said in my hearing that she had only a cold, and that there would be no fear of her; 

e also told us to send him word on the Thursday morning following how she would be; 
she became a great deal worse on Wednesday, and Wednesday night she was very bad. On 
ihursday morning my wife, Mary Devereux, went to Fethard for the doctor; about nine or 
ten o clock on Thursday morning, 7th April : the doctor said he could not go to see her, as 

he 
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lie wanted to go to Arthurstown to sessions ; she asked him would he come when he would 
come home on the evening; he said he did not know whether he could or not, that he had 
too many places to go. I think it would not be more than a mile or a mile and half longer 
for him to go by my house to Arthurstown than to go the direct road from Fethard to 
Arthurstown. My wife came home immediately, and when she came home she saw for 
the first time spots out on my daughter’s whole person. In the meantime, my daughter 
was growing worse, sinking more and more, becoming quite heavy and stupid. On the 
evening of the same clay, Thursday, April 7th, I was advised to go for the doctor ao-ain, as 
it was said that the do ctor would scarcely say then that it was a mere cold she had, because 
the spots on her person indicated something more ; I went immediately to Fethard ; about 
seven o’clock I saw the doctor lying on a sofa in his own parlour reading a newspaper; I 
asked him to come and see her, that her life lay in his hands, as there were = spots out on her; 
I am not certain whether I said spots or a rash, but it was spots I meant. He said he would 
not go that night. Ho came the next morning, Friday, ‘about half-past ten o’clock; he 
brought her some powders; did not say what was the matter with her: he did not visit her 
her any more ; left no instructions; she died on Sunday morning, 10th April, at the hour 
of about 1 o’clock. 

“ William Devereux. 

“ P. S. — I am prepared to prove to the above, on oath, when required. 

“ + W. D. 

“ Saintstown, 3 May 1864.” 

Ordered, that in reference received of the Fethard Medical district on the 
subject of John Sinnot’s case, the guardians request the Commissioners to order 
a sworn inquiry two be held at Fethard, County Wexford, and also to include the 
general conduct of Dr. Biggs, and that due notice be given to all parties con- 
cerned or required. 



Complaint of John Sinnot. 

I, John Sinnot, was attacked on first week of November last with erysipelas 
in the head ; called for the Doctor Biggs by a ticket on Friday same week ; doc- 
tor attended, gave two powders, promised to attend the next day ; did not attend; 
a messenger reminded him twice of the disease increasing ; he said he would 
come, and did not any more, but totally abandoned me to the disease, which he 
declared to be a dangerous case. 



Dr. Biggs’ Reply. (Dated 9 May.) 

To the Committee of Management. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to the charge brought against me by John Sinnot, of Fethard, for 
neglect of duty, I beg to state I have done my duty for him in accordance with 
the requirements of the case. 

(signed) H. S. Biggs, 

Medical Officer, Fethard Dispensary District. 



Copy of Resolution of Committee of Management. 

Resolved, That the statement of John Sinnot, charging Dr. Biggs with neglect, 
together with Dr. Biggs’ answer thereto, be forwarded to the Commissioners ; 
and the Committee wish to add, that from the long period that has elapsed from 
the time the alleged neglect is said to have taken place and the lodging of the 
complaint, a period of five months, they consider the complaint should have been 
lodged long since. And they are of opinion, that in future all complaints against 
medical officers should be lodged with the Committee within one month after 
•the occurrence. 

(signed) Jacob Powell, Chairman. 



-^ 34 . 
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(No. 10,361/64.) 

No. 2. — Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Hill, Poor Law Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Sir, 23 May 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land transmit to you the accompanying supplemental sheet of Minutes of Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Guardians of New Ross Union on the 18th instant, 
containing complaints preferred by the Rev. Mr. Codd and John Sinnot against 
Dr. Biggs, one of the medical officers of the Fethard Dispensary District, and 
they request that you will make inquiry and report to them on the specific com- 
plaints preferred by Mr. Codd, and the complaint of John Sinnot, and also as to 
the general conduct of Dr. Biggs in the performance of his Dispensary duties. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

J. Hill, Esq. m. d., Medical Inspector, 

Morehampton-terrace, 

Donnybrook. 



(No. 11,573/64.) 

No. 3. — Report from Dr. Hill to the Commissioners. 

2, Morehampton-terrace, Donnybrook, 
Gentlemen, 6 June 1864. 

I have the honour to inform you that, in pursuance of the instructions con- 
veyed in your letter, No. 10,361, of the 23d ultimo, enclosing papers relating to 
charges preferred by the Rev. Mr. Codd against Dr. Biggs, one of the medical 
officers of the Fethard Dispensary District in New Ross Union, I held an inquiry 
at Fethard on the 2d and 3d instant into the charges referred to. At the termi- 
nation of the proceedings on the second day, the investigation was, at the request 
of Dr. Biggs, and with the concurrence of the Rev. Mr. Codd, adjourned to 
Thursday the 23d instant, in order to enable the medical officer to prepare his 
defence, and obtain evidence in the charges preferred against him, some of which 
had reference to cases of which he had not received previous notice. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) J ohn Hill, 

Dublin. Inspector. 



(No. 13,569/64.) 

No. 4. — Report from Dr. Hill to the Commissioners. 



2, Morehampton-terrace, Donnybrook, 
Gentlemen, 6 July 1864. 

Adverting to my letter of the 6th ultimo, on the subject of an inquiry com 
menced by me on the 2d ultimo, into charges preferred by the Rev. W. Codd, v.p., 
against Dr. Biggs, one of the medical officers of the Fethard Dispensary District 
in New Ross Union, I have the honour to inform you that on the 23d ultimo!, 
pursuant to adjournment, I resumed the inquiry, and concluded it on the fol- 
lowing day. I beg leave to transmit to you the accompanying minutes of evidence 
taken by me at the inquiry, and to return herewith the papers which were for- 
warded to me for my information. 

The complaints preferred by the Rev. Mr. Codd against Dr. Biggs, as contained 
in the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians, on the 18th May, 
involve charges of neglect of duty in numerous instances, and of indulgence in 
habits of intemperance, whereby the medical officer is alleged to have forfeited 
the confidence of the inhabitants of the district. 

The first complaint of neglect of duty has reference to the case of a woman 
named Catherine Doyle, in which the Rev. Mr. Codd states that the medical 

■ office 
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officer refused to treat the patient’s sickness seriously, insisting that she had 
only eaten too much, thougii the disease proved to be typhus fever, terminating 
in death. 

In this case, it appears from the evidence of John Doyle, that his wife, Cathe- 
rine Doyle, was taken ill on the 26th December last ; that he obtained a visiting 
ticket on her behalf, and presented it to Dr. Biggs on the 28th December ; and 
that the medical officer visited her on the same day and supplied her with medi- 
cine ; that on the 30th December, Doyle went again to Fethard for the medical 
officer, and that Dr. Biggs visited the patient that night, but did not order any- 
thing for her e It also appears that on the same day, the 30th December, Dr. 
Long, medical officer of the Arthurstown portion of the Fethard Dispensary 
District, at the request of a private patient whom he was attending, visited 
Catherine Doyle, and found her suffering from low fever and a very badly ulce- 
rated throat. He prescribed for her, and directed her husband to go for Dr. 
Biggs, who. lie was informed, was attending her. Doyle states that as Dr. Biggs 
did not return, lie again went to the Dispensary on New-year’s day, and asked 
him to visit his wife or send her some medicine, and that he refused to do either, 
saying that the woman wanted no medicine, that she would become “calloused” 
and lose her teeth. On the following Sunday a messenger, named Michael Parle, 
was sent for the medical officer, and the latter visited the patient about six or 
seven o’clock that evening. He said she had typhus fever, and ordered wine for 
her. On the next morning, about sunrise, Dr. Biggs again went to see her, but 
she had died at seven o’clock, about half an hour before his visit. Doyle states 
that in his presence Dr. Biggs never said that there was nothing the matter with 
his wife but having eaten too much. 

With reference to this complaint, the medical officer states that he visited 
Catherine Doyle on the 28th December, the day on which the ticket was pre- 
sented to him, and found her suffering from fever; that lie ordered her powders 
composed of calomel and James’s powder, and that he did not visit her again 
until the 3d January. He states that during the interval between his visits he 
bad been informed by one of her neighbours that she had been seen by Dr. Long, 
of Arthurstown. He also slates that he has no record or recollection of having 
visited her on the 30th December, as deposed by her husband, or of having been 
requested by him to do so either on that day or on New-year s day, and he denies 
having, in any conversation with Dovle, made use of the expression “ calloused, 
or of anything like it. On the evening of Sunday, the 3d J anuary, a man named 
Parle came to him and requested him to go and see Doyle’s wife, and he went 
the same evening, and ordered her wine; and he states that on the following 
morning he again went to see her ; but she had died about half an hour before 
he reached her house. 

The second complaint of neglect of duty is in the case of a woman named 
Catherine Handrick, who, it is alleged, died of typhus fever on the 10th April 
last, the medical officer having on his first visit informed her friends that she 
had only a cold, and having subsequently refused to visit her until it suited his 



own convenience. _ „ , . .. . , 

It appears from the evidence of William Devereux, father of the deceased 
woman, that his daughter Catherine Handrick was taken ill about the 1st April 
last. A few days subsequently, on a Tuesday, he obtained a visiting ticket and 
presented it to Dr. Biggs; and it appears that the medical officer visited the 
patient in about an hour afterwards, and left medicine for her use, telling her 
friends that she was suffering from a heavy cold, and directing them to let him 
know on the following Thursday how she might be. Accordingly on the follow- 
ing Thursday, between 9 and 10 o’clock in the morning, Mary Devereux the 
patient’s mother, went to the medical officer and informed him that her daughter 
was worse, that she was sinking, and asked him to go and see her. bhe states 
that he replied that he could not go to see her daughter, as he was going to me 
sessions at Arthurstown, having been summoned thither. On her return onv 
she observed spots on her daughter’s body, and in the evening her husband went 
again for the medical officer. William Devereux states, that on that occasion he 
saw Dr. Biggs and told him that his daughter was worse, and that her mother 
had observed some spots or a rash on her body. The medical o cei sai 
he was not able to go, that he was too ill with a cold and too ^aned. but that 
he would visit her the next day : to which, Devereux replied that he did not think 
he would find her alive. On the following morning, Friday, about 10 o clock, 
234. A 4 
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Dr. Biggs went to see Catherine Handrick and left medicine for her; and on the 
next day her father went to Fetliard for a liniment, and told the medical officer 
that she had a choking in her throat and that he did not think she would live, 
but did not ask him to see her. The medical officer gave the liniment as 
requested, but did not again visit the woman ; she died about two o’clock on the 
following morning, having been seen only twice by the medical officer during her 
illness. 

In reply to this charge, the medical officer states that on the 5th April last he 
received a ticket to attend Catherine Handrick ; that he visited her on the same 
day, and that he did not again see her until the 8th April. He states that on 
the morning of the 7th the patient’s mother came to him and asked him to go 
and see her daughter, and that he told her he could not, as he was going on a 
summons to the sessions at Arthurstown ; that on the evening of the same day 
William Devereux came to him and requested him to visit his daughter, but that 
he did not, having just returned from the sessions and being unwell. He states 
that on the following day, the 8th April, he visited Catherine Handrick, and. 
found her ill with fever and ordered wine for her, and that he did not go to see ' 
her again. 

In the third charge, a man named John Synnot reports to the Fethard Dis- 
pensary Committee in the following terms “ I, John Synnot, was attacked in 
the first week of November last with erysipelas in the head. I called for Dr. 
Biggs by a ticket. On Friday in the same week the doctor attended and gave 
me two powders, and promissed to attend on next day. He did not attend, and 
a messenger reminded him twice of the disease increasing ; he said he would 
come, but did not attend any mere ; he totally abandoned me to the disease, 
which he declared to be a dangerous case.” 

It appears from the evidence of John Synnott, who lives in the village of 
Fethard, that he was taken ill with erysipelas of the head. He states that he 
got a visiting ticket for the attendance of Dr. Biggs, and that the medical officer 
visited him on the same day and gave him two powders, promising to see him 
again on the following day. Synnott states that on the following day he sent 
two messengers for the medical officer, but that the latter never went near him 
afterwards. Synnott did not, according to his evidence, make any further appli- 
cation to the medical officer, but placed himself under the treatment of a woman 
“who was acquainted with erysipelas,” who cured him in about three weeks. 
Mary Synnott, wife of John Synnott, states that Dr. Biggs visited her husband 
on Friday, the day that she gave him the ticket ; that on the next day, as he had 
not returned according to his promise, she went to him twice, and that on each 
occasion he promised to go down after her, but never went; and that on the 
following day, Sunday, as he did not come, she sent for an old woman about the 
place, who attended her husband every second day until he was cured. 

As regards this charge, Dr. Biggs states that he has no record of any visit to 
John Synnott, except his first visit; but that he is positively certain that he 
attended him two or three times afterwards, and he thinks he visited him on the 
day that his wife came twice for him. He states that he continued his attend- 
ance upon Synnott occasionally for four or five days until the disease, which was 
erysipelas of the face, was beginning to subside. 

The fourth charge has reference to the case of a young man named Thomas 
Doyle, residing at Bolyhill. 

In this case the Itev. Mr. Codd states that the patient was ill in fever 28 days, 
and that the doctor went only once to see him, though called on again and 
again. 

It appears, from the evidence of James Doyle, that his son, Thomas Doyle, 
was taken ill on the 10th June 1863, and that a few days afterwards he obtained 
a visiting ticket on his behalf, and presented it to Dr. Biggs. He states that the 
medical officer came to see his son on the same day, but never visited him 
again ; that he afterwards went several times for the doctor, and requested him 
to come and see the boy, and that every time he asked him to come the medical 
officer promised to do so, but never went. Thomas Doyle states that Dr. Biggs, 
on the day that he visited him, told him that his stomach was out of order, and 
desired him to send to the dispensary for medicine, at the same time giving him 
instructions for the regulation of his diet. He also states that on that occasion 
he was lying on a bed placed on the floor, with a form by the side of it, and that 
the medical officer stumbled over the form, and fell across the bed upon him ; 
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that he “got a heavy smell of drink off the doctor at the time,” and had reason 
to think that he was drunk. 

The medical officer stales, in explanation, that he received a ticket dated 
22d June 1863, requiring him to attend Thomas Doyle ; that he visited him on 
that day ; that the case was one of dyspepsia ; and that he did not consider it 
requisite to see him a second time, and has no recollection of having been 
requested hv the young man’s father to visit him again. He denies positively 
that he was in a state of intoxication when he went to see Thomas Doyle, and 
declares that lie did Dot fall over a form, or across the bed, but thinks he knelt 
down on one knee to feel the patient’s pulse, as the bed was on the ground. 

In ihe fifth charge, the Rev. Mr. Codd states that “ John Ryan, of Fethard, 
two perches from the doctor’s door, was seven weeks on his back in the bed, 
with rheumatism and a nervousness (?); was visited only twice during the sick- 
ness. This man’s wife went repeatedly for the doctor. On one occasion, being 
told at the front door that the doctor was not at home, she went round to the 
yard and found him there ; but he would not go across the street to see her 
husband, he having got a visiting ticket for this case.”. 

From the evidence of John Rvan, it appears that he was taken ill about 12 
months ago, and that, a ticket having been obtained on bis belialf, Dr. Biggs 
attended him on the day that it was presented to him, and supplied him with 
medicine. The medical officer, it is stated, did not go again to see him for 
three or four days, and not until Ryan's wife went for him twice Ryan states 
that he was 1 1 weeks ill, and that he cannot tell how long l)r. Biggs was attend- 
ing him ; hut he declares that he came to see him only four times altogether. 
Ryan's wife states that, one day, when she went for the doctor, she was told that 
he was not at home; but that, on going round to his back door, she saw him 
standing there, and that on that occasion the medical officer followed her to her 
house and saw her husband ; and that when he came in he annoyed her very 
much by saying that the house was stinking. It appears that Dr. Biggs insisted 
on the windows being opened uud the patient’s head stripped; and Ryan declares 
that he caught cold and got a pain in his head which has never since left him. 
He also states, in the first portion of his evidence, taken on the 2d ultimo, that 
the doctor was so violent in his manner on the occasion of his second visit, 
when he opened the windows, that he thought he was under the influence of 
drink, but never thought so at any other time. Mary Ryan also states, in her 
evidence of the 2d ultimo, that she thinks the medical officer must have been 
drinking, or he would not have said that the house was stinking, and that she 
was killing her husband ; and she adds that, though Dr. Biggs annoyed her at 
his house, by not coming to her husband when she went for him, he never 
annoyed her at her own house, except. on that occasion. When the inquiry was 
resumed on the 23d ultimo, these two witnesses were again brought forward by 
the Rev. Mr. Codd, and John Ryan swore that he had seen Dr. Biggs tipsy on 
two occasions in his (Ryan's) own house, when he was not attending any person 
in it ; and Mary Ryan swore that, one evening she saw the medical officer 
really drunk in her house during her husband’s absence ; that he was staggering, 
and that she smelt liquor off him ; that he came to her house and wanted to 
fight her little dog with his stick, and frightened her so very much that she went 
upstairs and cried. She also states that she had often seen Dr. Biggs tipsy in 

In reference to this charge, the medical officer states in his evidence that on 
the 9th June 1863 he received a ticket to attend John Ryan, and visited him on 
the same day. He visited him, he thinks, about three limes, though only his 
first visit is recorded in his attendance and prescription book. He states that 
Ryan was suffering from debility, and mental depression caused by pecuniary 
difficulties, and that on the first day that he visited him he had an altercation 
with Mary Ryan about opening the windows. He states the atmosphere in t e 
house was very impure, and that as she refused to open the windows, he expressed 
himself angrily and annoyed her by saying that “ in so stinking a place he had. 
never put his foot.” But he declares positively that he was not under the 
influence of drink at the time, and that he knows nothing of her statement that 
he wanted to fight her little dog one evening. He also states that he thinks 
Ryan’s wife ask,ed him about three times to visit her husband, and that he went 
on every occasion. .. . , 

In the sixth charge, it is alleged by the Reverend Mr. Codd that a girl 
B named 
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named Alice Walsh, of the Quay of Fethard, had the calf of her leg shot off. A 
messenger ran to the doctor with a visiting ticket in hand, hut the doctor would 
not go. This girl, in that condition, had to go to the dispensary, about an 
English mile, leaving a trail of her blood from her own door to the door of the 
dispensary. 'Then, instead of curing the limb, it should be cut off. Why should 
it he cut off? The inflammation could not be got under, and it must go up into 
the body and cause death. Yet the very thing was done by this poor ignorant 
family which the doctor said was impossible : by simply keeping a stream of cold 
water constantly falling on the wound, the leg the doctor would have cut off is 
sound and active to-day.” 

Tt appears from the evidence of Alice Walsh, that five years ago last March 
she was shot in the calf of the leg; that her uncle obtained a visiting ticket and 
took it to Dr. Biggs, and that the message which he brought hack was that she 
was to be sent up to the doctor, for that he could not come to see lier. She 
states that she had to get a car and go to the dispensary, and that her leg was 
bleeding all the way ; that the medical officer dressed her leg at the dispensary, 
and she then returned home. That night Dr. Biggs visited her at her own 
home, and, as she states, told her he could do nothing for her wound, and that 
she would have to go to the Wexford Infirmary, and that her leg would have to 
be cut off. According to her evidence, Dr. Biggs attended her at different times 
from the 24th March until the day of the regatta at Fethard, which, it appears, 
took place about the end of June or beginning of July ; but she states that he 
never did her any good ; that she was going on two sticks when he left her, and 
that it was nearly a year and a half before she recovered the perfect use of 
her leg. She also states that while Dr. Biggs was attending her she never 
thought he was tipsy or that he had been drinking. The Reverend Percival 
Weldon, rector of Fethard, states that he assisted Dr. Biggs in dressing this 
girl’s wound, and that the medical officer bestowed much care and spent a con- 
siderable time in the process. As regards this charge, Dr. Biggs states in his 
evidence that, on the 24th March 1859, he received a ticket requiring him to 
visit Alice Walsh ; that having ascertained from her uncle, who brought the 
ticket, the nature of the injury, he requested him to have her brought to the 
dispensary, because he could obtain therein all the appliances which might be 
requisite. He states that her uncle made no objection, and that the girl was 
at once brought to the dispensary on a car, and her leg was dressed. He visited 
her at her own house that evening, and continued his attendance upon her almost 
daily for about two months, and subsequently up to the time of the regatta. He 
states that he did not at first recommend amputation, but advised her removal 
to the Wexford Infirmary, telling her friends that amputation might become 
necessary in the event of bad symptoms intervening. 

'Ihe Reverend Mr. Codd’s seventh charge is that Dr. Biggs is given to 
drink ; ” that he is always in the public-house, and that universal want of con- 
fidence has been the result. Fie also mentions certain “ extravagances com- 
pletely' at enmity with all the official ways of the profession, which confirm this 
universal impression of the doctor being under the influence of drink.” He states 
that ‘‘ last week the medical officer went into the cabin of the Widow Fardy, of 
Gurtins, brought in his horse (her daughter, dying of consumption, was sitting 
at the fire) into the place where the girl was, when he took off his hat and 
put it on the horse’s head, und then insisted that the horse should take off the 
hat and put it on the doctor’s head. I have known him do the same thing in 
the case of a fever patient in the crisis, and with an empty outhouse alongside 
at hand. Also, some short time ago, he brought his horse alongside of a dying 
man Bat Kelly, of Croose — the room being about 12 feet by 10, while there 
was a set of empty out-offices a few yards off.” 

In support of this series of charges, the Reverend Mr. Codd produced a con- 
siderable number of witnesses, some of whom keep public-houses in the village 
of Fethard and its vicinity ; others are persons who at various times have been 
patients of Dr. Biggs, arjd whom, it is alleged, he attended while in a state of 
intoxication ; and one is a nurse, named Margaret Macnamara, who practises 
as a midwife in the Fethard Dispensary District. 

Peter Foley, who keeps a hotel, public-house, and grocer’s shop in the village 
of Fethard, states that some lime ago Dr. Biggs was in the habit of drinking ale 
in his shop, his usual quantity being a pint bottle ; that he once saw him take 
punch ; and that he could not say that he ever saw him under the influence of 

drink, 
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drink, though he has seen him in such a state that he would not have liked to 
employ him as a doetor. Foley states that Dr. Biggs and he had “ a difference ” 
on the 25th September last, since which date the medical officer has not taken 
any drink in his house; and he declares that since the medical officer discon- 
tinued his visits to his house, he has seen him go into five public- houses in 
Fethard on the same day, one after another, but could not say that he was drink- 
ing in any of them. 

Ellen Caulfield, who keeps a public-house at Saltmills, about three miles from 
Fethard, states that Dr. Biggs passes her house every Wednesday, when o-oino- 
to his dispensary at Ballycullane, and used “ mostly to call at her house but 
never look more than a small bottle of ale at a time. " She declares that he never 
drank whisky in her house, and that she never saw him under the influence of 
drink. 

Mary Chapman states that she keeps a public-house in Fethard; that Dr. 
Biggs would sometimes call three times in the week; sometimes he would not 
call for a fortnight, and “ of an odd time” he was in her house more than once 
in the day. He never drank spirits in her house, and she never saw him take 
more than a small bottle of ale at a time but once, and then he took a second. 
She also declares that, she has never seen the medical officer under the influence 
of drink. In reply to these charges, Dr. Bi”gs states that he has occasionally 
been in some of the public-houses in Fethard, and taken a glass of ale in them, 
but that he does not now go into them at all ; and that it is about two months 
since he was in a public-house in either Fethard or Saltmills. 

Mary Fardy, of Gurtins, states that one day, a few weeks ago, Dr. Biggs came 
to her house and requested her to allow him to take shelter during a shower of 
rain, and that she gave him permission to do so. He then asked leave to bring 
in his horse, and she told him he might. Her daughter, who is ill in consumption, 
was sitting near the fire, and it appears that Dr. Biggs exhibited the docility of 
his horse in a variety of ways ; but Mary Fardy states that neither she nor her 
daughter was frightened, and that she did not suspect the doctor of being under 
the influence of drink. It appears that Dr. Biggs was not attending any person 
in the house at the time. 

Mary Spratt. residing at Saltmills, states that about three years ago her son 
Edward was ill of fever, and that one day, when it was raining, Dr. JBiggs came 
to see him, and without, knocking at the door, or announcing himself- in any 
way, drove in his horse before him into the cabin, into a room adjoining that 
in which the sick boy was lying. She states that she was frightened, and that 
her son was very much frightened, and after the doctor was gone “ began 
romancing about horses.” Her son died seven days afterwards. She also 
states that Dr. Biggs was in a passion, and spoke angrily to her, and that she 
“got the smell of liquor on the doctor, and thought he must have been under 
the influence of drink.” 

Antv Kelly states that her laie husband, Patrick Kelly, of Corse (or Croose), 
died about a year and a half ago, and that Dr. Biggs attended him during his 
illness. It appears from her evidence that a shower of hail was falling when the 
medical officer paid his first visit, and that he brought in his horse with him 
into the room where her husband was lying. There was only one room in the 
cabin, and no out-offices connected with the premises. She states that her 
husband was not annoyed, as he was then just at the commencement of his 
illness, and lying on the bed with his clothes on, and that, for her part, she was 
not annoyed, having been always accustomed to horses. She also states that 
she did not think that Dr. Biggs was under the influence of drink. 

With reference to the charges relating to his horse, the medical officer states 
that he has frequently taken bis horse into houses where he was attending 
patients, but always led him in by the bridle, and never drove him in before 
him ; and that he has no recollection of the occurrence referred to in Mary 
Spratt’s evidence as having taken place about three years ago. 

A woman named Catherine Power, residing near Fethard, states that about 
last Christmas she was ill, and obtained a visiting ticket for the medical officer 
to attend her; that when he came to see her, about 11 o’clock in the fore- 
noon, he was “ in a terrible state of drunkenness,” and “nearly stupid with 
liquor and that, on being asked by her what was the nature of her ailment, he 
said that she was suffering from “ divinity of the heart.” She also states that 
the medical officer did not return to see her again, but sent her a bottle of medi- 
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cine which was the cause of her nearly losing her life, though she took only one 
tablespoonful of it. She further states that she bad been in bed six weeks 
when she sent for the medical officer ; that she would not have sent for him then, 
but that she was afraid that her illness might extend to her children ; and that 
it was not for love of the doctor that she sent for him. This woman's evidence 
is generally corroborated by that of Johanna Murphy and Mary Itossiter, who 
•were present during part of the medical officer’s interview with Catherine Power. 
They state that the medical officer was very funny, and appeared to be under the 
influence of drink ; that he told them he was in a great hurry and could not 
stop a minute, for that he was going to Loftus Hall to pay a visit to Lady Ely. 
Johanna Murphy also states that she administered the medicine which Dr. Biggs 
sent for Catherine Power ; that the first dose did not seem to disagree with her, 
but the second caused violent vomiting, aud that Catherine Power refused to 
take any more of it. 

With reference to this case, the medical officer states that on the 14th of 
December last he received a ticket on behalf of Catherine Power, and visited her 
on the same day ; that he informed her that she was suffering from a heavy cold, 
and prescribed for her a pectoral mixture, and that be did not consider it neces- 
sary to see her again. He denies having told her that she was suffering from 
“ divinity of the heart,” and declares that he was perfectly sober on the occasion, 
but objects to state whether he had drunk anything that morning before visiting 
her. He states that al ter he had seen Catherine Power on the 14th of December, 
he attended his dispensary at Fethard, and that when his business there was over, 
at one o’clock, he went to Loftus Hall to pay a visit to Lady Ely ; that he did not 
see Lady Ely, as she was out walking, but that as he was leaving the Hall he met 
the Rev. Mr. Weldon, with whom he had a brief conversation, and that he did 
not again pay a visit to Lady Ely during her stay at Loftus Hall. It appears 
from the evidence of the Rev. Mr. Weldon, that one day, about last Christmas 
time, he went to call upon Lady Ely, and met Dr. Biggs at Loftus Hall, and 
considered him perfectly sober, and not at all under the influence of drink. He 
also states that on one occasion he was in a house where Dr. Biggs was attending, 
and the people seemed to think that the medical officer was intoxicated, but that 
his impression was quite the contrary. He gives a generally favourable report of 
Dr. Biggs’ character for kindness, attention, and sobriety, but states that he once 
had reason, in his own house, to suspect that the medical officer was under the 
influence of drink ; and that about a year ago, in consequence of statements made 
to him, he had spoken to Dr. Biggs on the subject of his drinking. 

From the evidence of a man named John Foley it appears that about seven 
years ago he was attended by Dr. Biggs on a visiting ticket. He states that he 
had been ill about two months when he sent for the doctor, and that when the 
latter came to see him the first time lie was drunk, and fell off a chair, and that 
his (Foley’s) friends would not allow him to take the medicine which the medical 
officer prescribed, or to send for him again, because they had no confidence in 
him. With respect to Foley’s statement, Dr. Biggs declares that he has no 
recollection whatever of the circumstances of the case. 

A woman named Anne Kyan, residing in the village of Fethard, states that in 
the month of May 1863, her father, Daniel Ryan, was taken ill ; that she 
obtained a visiting ticket on his behalf, and presented it to the medical officer, 
who came on the same day to see her father, and gave him medicine ; that the 
medical officer subsequently visited her father several times, and that one 
evening lie came down to her house and abused her ; she does not know why, 
and that she thought he must have been under the influence of drink, for 
abusing her without any reason’. She also states that on the following morning 
he came back to see her father, when he abused and cursed her for the manner 
in which she had poulticed her father’s eye, and said that she had caused his 
sore eye by putting a pin into it ; but that she did not think he was drunk when he 
said so. The medical officer, in reply to this charge, states that on the 7th May 
1863 he was required to attend an old man, named Daniel Ryan, 75 years of 
age ; that he visited him on the same day, and found him suffering from ectro- 
pium, but that his ailment was chiefly old age. He states that during his 
attendance he ordered a poultice to be applied to the patient’s eye, and that on 
one occasion he scolded Anne Ryan for having tied the poultice too tightly on 
her father's eye, and for having left it on so long that it became hard and dry, 
and was like so many flints pressing on his eyeball ; but he denies having 

cursed 
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cursed her, and declares positively that lie was not under the influence of drink 
when attending her father. 

Margaret Macnamara, a midwife, residing in the village of Fethard. in her 
evidence given on the 3d ultimo, states that she had observed an unwillingness 
on the part of women in their confinement to have Dr. Biggs to attend them ; 
but could not exactly say why, though she has heard that there was a want of 
confidence in the medical officer, arising from an impression that he was addicted 
to drink. She states that she had never seen Dr. Biggs drunk, but that on one 
occasion, in her own house, she lC judged ” that lie was under the influence of 
drink from his manner, and from his saying that he was attending a man whose 
daughter had turned his eye inside out. She also states that she had not been 
under the necessity of sending for Dr. Biggs on many occasions; but that 
whenever she had sent for him he had always performed his duty satisfactorily, 
and that he had attended her in her own confinement. This witness, however, 
when brought forward by the Rev. Mr. Codd for re-examination, on the 23rd ult., 
gave very different testimony. In her evidence on the 23d ult. she states that 
she has often seen Dr. Biggs under the influence of drink ; that the first time 
was in his own house, during his wife’s confinement ; that on another occasion, 
about five years ago, he was attending a private case of midwifery, and came 
to the house tipsy, and failed in the performance of his duty, and that the 
patient suffered laceration in consequence. She also states that, three or four 
years ago, she saw Dr. Biggs tipsy in the street of Fethard, in the middle of the 
day ; that the class of women whom she attends have an abhorrence of being 
attended by him, declaring that they would not like to have a drunkard about 
them ; and that she herself would be afraid to take any medicine that he might 
order for her. She also refers to the case of a woman named Brien, whom the 
medical officer, about seven years ago, refused to attend in her confinement, 
though the woman’s husband presented a visiting ticket to him, unless she, 
Margaret Macnamara, went first and sent for him. She states that she visited 
the woman, and, finding her in great danger, sent for Dr. Biggs ; and that he 
came in the evening. She also states that the patient was delivered of a still- 
born child, and that the medical officer did not return to see the woman again, 
though she called on him on the third day and informed him that puerperal fever 
had set in. It is alleged by Margaret Macnamara that the patient died a few 
days afterwards. No witnesses were produced to corroborate this woman’s 

^wTtlTrererence to the statement of Margaret Macuamara, the medical officer 
denies positively that she ever saw him under the influence of liquor, either m 
his own house or anywhere else. He declares that he has no recollection of the 
case of Brien’s wife ; and that he does not remember ever having told Margaret 
Macnamara that he was attending a man whose daughter had turned his eye 



m T\vo°sub-constables of police were examined, on the part of Dr. Biggs, and 
gave evidence to the effect that they had been stationed at Fethard for a con- 
siderable period, and had never seen the medical officer under the influence of 
drink in the street of Fethard, or anywhere else. 

I have, &c. 

John Hill , Inspector. 



P'S — I beg leave to enclose the accompanying communications, marked 
A, B, C, and D, which I have received from Dr. Biggs, on the subject of the 
inquiry into his conduct as medical officer. 



7 July 1864. 



J. Hill. 
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Minutes of Evidence accompanying the foregoing Report. 



New Ross Union. — Fethard Dispensary District. 

Minutes of Evidence taken at an Inquiry held at Fethavdon the 2d, 3d, 23d and 24th 
June 1364, into Charges preferred by the Rev. W. Codd, p. p., against. Dr. Biggs 
one of the Medical Officers of the District. 



Rev. William Codd, sworn and examined at request of Inspector. 

I am parish priest of the parishes of Fethard and Templetown, and a warden for the dis- 
trict. At a recent meeting of the Board of Guardians of New Ross Union, I submitted to 
the guardians complaints of neglect of duty on the part of Dr. Biggs, one of the medical 
officers of the Fi thard Dispensary District, and other charges affecting his conduct as 
medical officer. The charge, of neglect of duty came within my personafknowledoe. The 
other charges are, that the medical officer is given to drink, and that universal “want of 
confidence in him has been the consequence. I have never seen the medical officer in a 
state of inebriety, but I found my statement of his being given to drink on the fact of his 
being constantly in the public-house, and on patiems whom I have attended having com- 
plained to me of his having been under the influence of drink when he visited thenu I am 
prepared to prove all these charges by witnesses. The people told me of the doctor’s 
neglect and of his being under the influence of drink, voluntarily, when I was visitiug them 
and without any instigation or solicitation on my part. 



J. Hill, 2 June 1864. 



William Codd, p. p. 



Rev. William Codd, re-examined. 

1am perfectly willing to state that when I saw sickness spreading in the district, ami had 
reason to believe that the medical officer had been guilty of neglect of duty, I publicly 
called on the people in the chapel to "bring forward any just complaints which they might 
have against Dr. Biggs, and I requested Father Kelly, my curate, to get the parties w ho 
made ihe complaints, and let them add their names to their own statement. 



J. Hill, 2 June 1864. 



William Codd, p. p. 



John Ryan, sworn, and examined. 



I live in the town of Fethard. About 12 months ago I was taken ill ; I could not tell 
w mt ailed me, and Hr- never told me. My wife got a visiting ticket from Mr. 

murpny, of ltalpn, and Dr. Biggs came to see me on the same day, and he gave me a bottle 
ol medicine on the same day ; he did not come then to see me for three days. In the 
meantime, 1 sent my wife for him; my wife is not in attendance hereto day - she is not 
ab e to come. J don t know how often ray wife went for the doctor: she went of heiself. 
When the doctor came the second time to see me he said the house was stinking and 
pulled open the windows, and ordered ray head to be stripped, and I caught a cold In my 
head, and got a pain m it to this day, and only for oilier treatment I got from another 
person, I would not be bring this day. The doctor came to see me (bur Limes altogether. 
1 could no; tell how long tile doctor was attending me, but I was about 11 week! sick. 
My complaint against the doctor is, for not having attended me sufficiently often, and for not 
having given me any medicine, bin a bottle of medicine, which he himself, at his second 
visit, s«!d was doing me harm, and two small powders which did me harm. On the second 
rent the doctor paid, my wife was annoyed at him for the violent way that he came up to 
m y T? r a°S car,!?' aImoy ? d at tis wantin ' the to l><= opened. I did compdain 

i : ' rn? j° r * B'og* 1 treatment at the time I was sick. I had no one else to com- 

F b" h, i doctor was so violent m his manner on the occasion of his second visit, that 

1 thought he was under the influence of drink ; I never thought so at any other time, 
j. Hill, 2 June 18<B. ^ Ryan 

John Ryan, re-sworn ( 23 d June). 

him flusv ^ ut J cou ld not say that I have often seen him so. I saw 

how E h T; ,W,Ce; 1 COuId not sa y the da - v or the month ; I could not tell 

0Yet J 2 “‘onths ago. He was not Attending me or 



anv in ’ . X v. i igo. He was not attending me or 

’ • y nrf 7ri h A a u- th - tlm V The rea80n 1 thought he was tipsy was that I saw 

eh like. * hlt he did not fel > °™- of the thmgs- 



him stagger, . „ CJ 

tubs, and such like, that were lying about, 



J. Hill, 23 June 1864. 



John Ryan. 
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Mary Ryan, sworn and examined. 

I am wife of John Ryan. I recollect when mv husband was ill, about 12 months ao-o ; 
I got a ticket from Mr. Murphy for the doctor, and took it to the doctor. The doctor came 
that day, and that evening he gave him some medicine in a bottle. He did not come back 
for four days, and he did not come back then till I -.vent for him twice; lit* came four times 
altogether. He gave my husband some powders, only one of which he look, and I threw 
out the oilier. One day that I went for the doctor I was told by the girl that he was not 
within, and I went lound to his back door and saw him standing there. He came over after 
me on that occasion, and when he came he said that the house was stinking. I was very 
much annoyed ai his saying that ihe house was stinking. My husband was 11 weeks ill. 
The doctor used to annoy me at his house by not coming'wlien I went for him, but lie never 
annoyed me but that once ai my own house. On the day that Dr. Biggs said that the 
house was stinking, there was something strange in his manner. I think he must have been 
drinking, or lie would not have said that the house was stinking and that I was killing my 
husband. The doctor was annoyed at the windows being shut The doctor did not men- 
tion Father Codd’s name at all to me. I went several times for the doctor, but 1 could not 
tell how often. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Mary Ryan (her -f* mark). 



Mary Ryan, re-sworn. 

I HAVE seen Dr. Biggs tipsy in my own house. I was sick at the time, but he was not 
attending me ; he never attended me. The reason that I considered the doctor tipsy was, 
that be came into my house and raised his stick and wanted lo fight our little dog, and l 
could not get him out. He was staggering upon the floor, and I smelled the liquor off him. 
I was very much frightened, for I could not get him out and I was afraid the doix would 
bite him, and I went upstairs and cried. I li\ e next door to this house. It was eight' 
o’clock in the night, and dark. My husband was out at the time. I have often seen Dr. 
Biggs tipsy in the street, but f never saw him tipsy in my own house but that once, and 
then he was really drunk. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Mary Ryan (her + mark). 



John Synnott, sworn and examined. 

I 1.1 ve in the town of Fethard. I was taken ill in ihe first week of November last with 
erysipelas in the head. The doctor told me it was erysipelas. I got a visiiing ticket for 
Dr. Biggs from the Rev. Mr. Lym berry of the Castle, and the doctor came to see me on 
the same day. He gave me two small powders, which I took according to his directions. 
That was on a Friday. He promised to come back to see me on the next day, but lie did 
not. I sent two special messengers for him on that day, and I heard that he was reminded 
a third time on the same day. He never came near me afterwards, but abandoned me to 
the disease, which he had told me was a dangerous one. He said in my presence that it 
was the worst case of the disease he had ever seen except one, and that one was fatal, 
because the person exposed himself lo the air. He told me that by way of caution. I did 
not send for the doctor after the Saturday, because I lost, confidence in him for not keeping 
his promise. I was three weeks before I was able to go to the dour. On Sunday evening, 
two days after the doctor's visit, my wife sent for a woman that she heard was acquainted 
with erysipelas, and she came to see me on Sunday night, and she ordered me medicine, 
and poulticed my face immediately. She came to see me several times afterwards, and I 
recovered. When l was sick I complained to Father Codd, the same as I have now stated ; 
but I did not make the complaint to the coi.mitiee until March last. In April I lodged 
the complaint with the committee. I don’t recollect having ever complained to Dr. Diggs 
of want of attention or unkinduess to me. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. John Synnott. 



Mary Synnott, sworn and examined. 

I am wife of John Synnott. I recollect when he was ill in last November. He was 
taken ill in the first week of November. On a Friday we got a visiting ticket for the 
doctor, and I took it to the doctor. The doctor came that day, ami he promised to come 
back the next day ; he did not come the next day ; he came bui the once. On Saturday 
morning I went to the doctor to let him know how my husband was. I told him that my 
husband was veiy bad, and that his head was steaming. He told me not to put anything 
to it, and that he would he down after me. As he did not come I went over again in the 
evening at night-full, and told the doctor that my husband was worse, and asked him to 
come and see him. He said he would come down after me; he never came. I did not 
send anyone else I or the doctor ; it was too late. I sat up till past 10 o’clock, thinking he 
would come. The next day, Sunday, I was expecting him after prayers, but he did not 
234. " B 4 come. 
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come. I did not go for or send to the doctor afterwards, but I sent for an old woman about 
the place that I heard had cured some cases of erysipelas with poultices and vegeto water, 
and she came to see my husband on Sunday night, and came back every second day until 
he was cured. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1865. Mary Synnott (her + mark). 



John Doyle, sworn and examined. 

I live at Little Graigue. My wife, Kitty Doyle, took ill on St. Stephen’s day last, the 
26th December. On Monday, the 28th I)ecember, I got a ticket from Mr. Murphy for 
Dr. Biggs to visit her. I took the ticket to Dr. Biggs on that day, and Dr. Biggs came 
between six and seven o’clock that night. I did not see him ; I was not at home at the 
time. He left word for me to go after him io Fethard for medicine, and I did so, and he 
gave me two powders. On the following Wednesday I went back to Fethard for the 
doctor. I saw him, and he came out and saw my wile that night. He did not order any- 
thing for her that time. He did not return, so on Friday, New Year’s day, I went to the 
dispensary for him, and asked him to come and see my wife, or to send her some medicine. 
He said that be would not go or send medicine. He sa?d my wife wanted no medicine; that 
she would become “ calloused.” 1 don’t know what he%ieant by that, and that she would 
loose her teeth. On Wednesday, the 30tli December, Dr. Long had been to see my wife, 
'outlie did not give her any medicine, or order any medicine lor her, but he said that she 
had the same complaint as Mrs. Barden. No medicine was got from Arthurstown. My 
wife got no medicine at all but the two powders that Dr. Biggs sent her. On Sunday, the 
3d January, 1 sent Michael Parle for Dr. Biggs, and the doctor came about six or seven 
o’clock the same nigbi. He said she had a typhus fever, and he ordered wine for her, but 
no medicine. My wife died at seven o’clock the next morning; she got the wine. The 
doctor came out to see her about eight o’clock on the 4th January, about sunrise, but she 
was dead about half an hour. Dr. Biggs did not visit my wife from Wednesday, the 30th 
December, until Sunday, the 3d January, though requested to do so. The doctor did not, 
in my presence, say at any visit that there was nothing the matter with my wife, only that 
she had eaten too much. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. John Doyle. 



Richard Long, m.d., sworn and examined. 

I am one of the medical officers of the Fethard Dispensary District. I live at 
Arthurstown, five miles from Fethard. I knew a woman named Doyle, who lived 
near Templetown. Sometime near the end of December last I was attending a 
Mrs. Barden in that neighbourhood, who was ill of typhus fever, which had commenced 
as scarlet fever, and 1 was asked by Mrs. Barden’s daughter to see the woman 
Doyle — 1 don’t know her Christian name — who, she stated had been sitting up with her 
mother, and was supposed to have taken the same disease. I saw the woman accord- 
ingly, aQ d found her suffering from low fever, with a very badly ulcerated throat. I prescribed 
for her, and directed the woman’s husband to go lor Dr. Biggs. Il was three or four days 
after Christmas day that X saw Mrs. Doyle. 1 heard that Dr. Biggs had been attending 
the woman, and that was my reason for telling the. husband to go back for him. 1 did not 
see the woman afterwards. Neither the woman or her husband made any complaint to me 
of Dr. Biggs. I am Admiralty agent and surgeon for the Arthurstown District, which 
comprises Fethard, Templetown, and Ballyhack, and it is my duty to attend the coast-guard 
ot these localities when required to do so. I could not tell how many cases X have attended 
among persons who pay fees in Dr. Biggs’ district during the last 12 months. My 
private practice extends over the Vhole of this and the adjoining districts, and into the 
county of Waterford. I cannot say whether there is any want of confidence in Dr. Biggs, 
as a medical officer, on the pavt of the poor. I heve occasionally been called to attend 
patients living in the town of Fethard, close to Dr. Biggs’ house. ' 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Richard Long, m.d. 



Peter Foley, sworn and examined. 

I live in the town of Fethard. I heard Dr. Biggs, on his return from visiting John 
Doyle s wife, say, in my shop, that there was nothing the matter with her, only that she 
had eaten too much. I keep a hotel, public house, and grocer shop. Dr. Biggs has been 
in the habit of drinking ale in my shop; I saw him take punch once. His usual quantity 
of ale was a small bottle called a pint bottle; but I have sometimes seen him take two. 
He was generally by himself; but occasionally he had friends with him. I could not say 
that X ever saw him under the influence of drink : I never saw him drunk. I certainly have 
seen him in such a state that I should not have liked to employ him as a doctor. There 
are, I believe, five public houses in the town of Fethard; I have seen Dr. Biggs go into 
every one of these public houses on the same day, one after another, but I could not say 
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that he was drinking in any of them ; that was not uncommon, it was rather usual. Dr. 
Biggs has not taken any drink in toy house since the 25th September last. I have ascer- 
tained that fact by reference to my books. Dr. Biggs and I had a difference at that time. 
I have seen him going into the other public-houses since that date. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Peter Foley. 



Ellen Caulfield, sworn, and examined. 

I live at Saltmills, about three miles from Fethard. I keep a public-house. Dr. Biggs 
passes my house every Wednesday when going to his dispensary at BalJycullane. He used 
mostly to call in at my house ; but there were days he did not. His horse was standing at 
the door while he was inside. The doctor never took more than a small bottle of ale in my 
house at a time. I never saw him under the influence of drink. He never drank whiskey 
in my house. He never sat down in my house to drink. 

(To Rev. Mr. Codci.) He never took off his coat in my house to drink. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Ellen Caulfield { her x mark.) 



Mary Spratt, sworn, and examined. 

I live at Saltmills. I recollect when my son Edward Spratt was ill of fever; that was 
about three years ago. Dr. Biggs was attending my son, and one day he came on a wet 
day, and he drove in his horse before him into the cabin, into the room adjoining that in 
which the sick boy was lying, though there was a stable and a forge in the yard of the 
house. I was frightened myself, and my boy was very much frightened ; and, after the 
doctor was gone, began romancing about hoises. The boy died seven days after. I got 
the smell of liquor on the doctor, and he was in a passion, and spoke angrily to me, and I 
thought he must have been under the influence of drink. He had visited my son before, 
and he then examined him ; but on the day that he drove in his horse before him he did 
not ; lie was angry, I think, because he was wet and his horse was wet. I don’t think 1 
complained to anyone at the time, except that I told the priest. On the day that Dr. Biggs 
drove in his horse to the cabin he did so without rapping at the door, or announcing him- 
self in any way. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1804. Mar y Spratt ( her * “**> 



Mary Fardy, sworn, and examined. 

I live at Gurtins. One day, two or three weeks ago, Dr. Biggs came to my house, and 
asked me if 1 would let him in out of a shower of rain ; it was raining at the time. My 
daughter, who is ill in consumption, was sitting at the fire. I told him to come in. He 
asked me leave to bring in his horse ; I told him he might do so. He took off his hat, 
and put it on the horse’s ears, and sat down on the horse’s gams. He then told the horse 
to kiss him ; the horse put over his head to him. The doctor told him lie wanted Ins hat, 
and the horse bowed down his head and gave it to him. I don’t think my daughter was 
frightened ; I was not frightened. I did not suspect the doctor of being under the influence 
of drink at the time. I could not say whether he had been drinking or not, as I am no 
judge. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Vary ^ariy (her x mark). 



Mary Chapman, sworn, and examined. 

I live in the town of Fethard. I keep a public-house. The doctor used not to call at 
my house every day in the week; sometimes he would call three times m the week, and 
sometimes he would not call for n fortnight. He used to drink a email bottle , o : ale, 
nothing more. I never saw him lake more than a small bottle of ale at a time but once, 
and then a man persuaded him to take a second. He never drank spirits m my house I 
do not sell spirits. I never saw the doctor under the .nBuence of dnnk. Of an odd time 
the doctor was at my house more than once m the day.. I never saw the doctor grve or 
take a treat from any one. 

J. Hill, 2 June 1864. Vary Chapman (her X mark). 
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Anty Kelly, sworn and examined. 

I live at Corse. My husband, Pat Kelly, is dead nearly a year and a half; Dr. Biggs 
attended him. The first visit that the doctor paid was one day when there was a hail 
shower ; and when the doctor came in he brought in his horse along with him into the 
room where my husband was lying ; there was but one room in the cabin. The doctor did 
not ask if he might bring in the horse. My husband was not annoyed at it, for he was 
then just at the beginning of his ailment, and was lying on the bed with his clothes on. I 
was not annoyed at the doctor having brought in the horse, for I was always used to horses. 
There were no out-offices connected with my house, except a little place ihat was full of 
all kinds of things; but on the other side of the road, up at Mr. Barden’s, there was a 
barn. When the doctor came that day I did not think he was under the influence of 
drink. 

J. Hill, 3 June 1864. Anty Kelly (her x mark.) 



Margaret Macnamara, sworn, and examined. 

I live in the town of Fethard. I am a midwife. I am in the habit of attending the wives 
of the poor in their confinement. I have observed on the part of women in their confinement 
an unwillingness to have Dr. Biggs to attend them; I could not exactly say why, but they 
said they would rather not have "the doctor if they could do without him. I suppose it was 
from want of confidence. Women in general prefer a female to a doctor; the exceptions are 
very few. In one case that I was attending I recommended that a doctor should be called in, 
and the patient and her friends said, that they would like to have Dr. Long ; I proposed 
Dr. Biggs, as be was at hand, and there was no time to be lost; so Dr. Biggs was sent for 
and attended, and performed his duty well. I have often heard that the want of confidence 
on the part of women was owing to an impression that the doctor was addicted to drink. In 
one case the patient’s sister refused to administer the medicine that had been sent by Dr. 
Biggs, but I could not tell for what reason, and she did not give any reason. I never saw 
the doctor drunk, but I have seen him so that I would know he had been drinking. I have 
seen the medical officer under the influence of drink ; it was in my house, and I judged he 
was under the influence of drink from his manner, and from his saying that he was attending 
a man whose daughter had turned his eye inside out. I have not had to send for Dr. Biggs 
on many occasions, but whenever I have had to send for him he has always performed 
his duty satisfactorily. Dr. Biggs attended me in my own confinement. 

J. Hill, 3 June 1864. Margaret Macnamara (her x mark). 



Margaret Macnamara, re-sworn. 

About seven years ago a man named Jo bn Breen came to me to attend his wife, telling 
me that he had presented a visiting ticket to Dr. Biggs for her, and that he had refused to 
go unless I went first and sent for him; the woman had been three days ill, and when I 
went 1 found her in great danger, and I sent for the doctor and he came in the evening. 
The doctor did not go to see the woman again, though I called to tell him on the third 
day that puerperal fever had set in; she died a few days afterwards; the child was still-born. 
I have known patients refuse to take medicine which had been ordered by Dr. Biggs, 
because they were afraid to take it. I never had anything to say to Dr. Long. I have often 
seen Dr. Biggs under the influence of drink ; the first time was in his own house during his 
wife’s confinement ; on another occasion about five years ago, as well as I can recollect, he 
was engaged to attend a private caBe, and when he came I saw that he was tipsy, and in my 
opinion he failed in his duty. It was a first case, and the patient was about 23 or 24 years 
of age; laceration took place. I have seen Dr. Biggs tipsy in the street of Fethard about the 
middle of the day ; I think it is some time ago, three or four years ago at any rate. Since 
that I have seen him tipsy in my own house, as l stated when last examined. 1 have not seen 
him tipsy since then, but I have seen him in such a state that I would know he had been 
drinking. I could not exactly state the date of the time when I saw Dr. Biggs tipsy in my 
own house, but it is at least six mouths ago. The class of women whom I attend have an 
abhorrence of being attended by Dr. Biggs ; they state that they would not like to have a 
drunkard about them ; I myself would he afraid to take any medicine that Dr. Biggs might 
order for me. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1863. Margaret Macnamara (her x mark). 

Since my last examination on the previous inquiry I have not had any communication 
with Father Codd on the subject of my evidence. I told him that since the previous inquiry 
I had recollected a great many things that I did not recollect on that day, and that it was 
on my conscience that I had omitted them ; I did not speak to or see Father Codd to my 
knowledge for the last fortnight. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Margaret Macnamara (her x mark). 
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William Devereux, sworn ; and Examined. 

1 live at Lambstown ; I had a daughter named Catherine Handrick ; she lived with me ; 
she is dead. She took ill about the 1st of April ; a few days afterwards I got a ticket from 
Mr. Murphy, of Ralph, and took it to Dr. Biggs. That was on a Tuesday. The doctor 
came to see my. da lighter in or about an hour afterwards, and left some powders to be given 
to her. He said that it was a cold ailed her, and told me to let him know on the following 
Thursday how she was. On the following Thursday my wife went for him in the morning; 
I saw her when she came back. She told me that ihe doctor could not come and see my 
daughter, because he had been summoned to sessions at Arthurstown that day ; on the same 
evening, Thursday, as my daughter was sinking more and more every hour, Father Kelly 
advised me to go for the doctor again, and fetch him to see her. I went and saw the doctor 
about seven o’clock, or something after it. He was sitting in bis parlour, and I told him 
that my (laughter was worse, and that her mother bad observed some spots or a rash on 
her body. The doctor said he was not able to come ; that he was too bad with a cold, and 
too wearied after the day, but that he would come the next day. I then told him that I 
did not think be would find her alive, and that her life was in his hands; he did not give 
me any medicine or anything that night; I then went home. Dr. Biggs came to see my 
daughter the next day about 10 o’clock, or it might be after it. I did not hear him say 
anything that day, but I suppose he told my wife. On the following day, Saturday, I went 
into Fethard and saw the doctor. I did not ask him to come and see my daughter, but I 
asked him for something to rub her neck, and he gave me something in a bottle ; I told 
him that I did not think she’d live, and that she had a choking in her throat ; I don’t recol- 
lect what he said. The doctor did not go again to see my daughter ; he saw her but twice. 
She died on the following day, Sunday, about two o’clock in the morning. It was between 
Thursday night and Friday morning that the change look place in my daughter. She was 
insensible when the doctor came to see her on Friday morning. 

J. Hill, 3 June 1864. William Devereux. 



Mary Devereux, sworn ; and Examined. 

I AM wife of William Devereux, the last witness. I recollect when my daughter, Cathe- 
rine Handrick, was ill. Dr. Biggs was attending her on a visiting ticket. He saw her for 
the first time on the day that the ticket was presented to him — on a Tuesday, I don’t 
remember the day of the month ; I was at home. My daughter was very ill then. She had 
been ill about a week or 10 days, but had been only two days in bed. The doctor said it 
was a heavy cold that she had, and he left some powders for her ; and he told us to let 
him know on Thursday how she might be, but he did not say when he would come again. 
On Thursday morning I went to him, and told him that she was sinking, and getting worse, 
and asked him to go and see her. He told me that he could not go, as he was going to 
Arthurstown to the sessions, that he had been summoned there. 1 think I a-ked him to 
come in the evening, but I am not quite sure. 1 don’t recollect whether he said he would 
come the next morning, for my memory is gone owing to the weight of my affliction. I did 
not ask him to go to Arthurstown by way of our house. As far as l could think, it would 
he about a mile and a half out of the direct road to Arthurstown. As lar as I can recol- 
lect, it was between 9 and 10 o’clock in the morning that l was with the doctor. ^ I then 
went home, and soon afterwards, about 12 o’clock, I observed spois on my daughter s body. 
That Thursday night my husband went again for the doctor, and when lie returned home 1 
believe he said that he could not get the doctor to come. On Friday the doctor came. I 
could not tell at what hour ; I forget. I don’t recollect what he said about my daughter, but 
he left some more powders, and he did not come back again. She died on Saturday night. 
She was about 24 or 25 years of age. I think it was about Thursday night that she became 
insensible. 

J. Hill, 3 June 1864. Mary Devereux (her X mark). 



Catherine Power, sworn ; and Examined. 

I live at the Wood, about a mile from Fethard. I do not keep a public-house. Ihe 
complaint that I have to make againet Dr. Biggs is, that he came to see me some time 
about last Christmas while I was siek, and that he was in a terrible state of d, unkem ess 
at the time. I thought I had a pleurisy, and he was not in a state to tell me al “ 
me. I could not tell exactly on what day of the month or in what month that ocmuned but 
it was shortly after Christmas. It was on a visiting ticket from the Kev. Mr. Lymbeiry 
that the doctor was attending me. It was about 1 1 o'clock m the mommg The reason I 
considered the doctor drunk was that he was staggering, and I saw from his actons and 
appearance that, he was nearly stupid with liquor. I a-ked him what a, led me, and he sa d 
it was from “ divinity of the heart.” I was sick, and a woman who was stond ug by said 
that it was not, nor hom devotion either. A sister-in-iaw of mine, named Ji^iamia Murphy 
and a woman named Mary Rossiter, were present ; they are riot in attendance. I £ e _ d °'-tor 
did not come hack to see me, but he sent me a bottle of medicine which was the cause of my 
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nearly losing my life, though I only took one tablespoonful of it. My husband went for 
the ticket, and the doctor came the same day about 11 o’clock in the morning. I was in 
bed when the doctor came, and had been for six weeks, and would not have sent for him 
then, only I was afraid for the children, that they might take what ailed me. It was not 
for love of the doctor that I sent for him. On the very next morning I told Father Codd 
that Dr. Biggs had been to see me in a state of drunkenness. The women who were pre- 
sent live at the Wood, about a mile from Fethard. 

J. Hill, 3 June 1864. Catherine Power (her x mark). 



Johanna Murphy, sworn; and Examined. 

I live at the Wood of Fethard. 1 know a woman named Catherine Power. I recollect 
when she was sick ; it was about last Christmas. I think it was some time after last 
Christmas. One day, at thattime, I was going down to see Catherine Power, who is my sister- 
in-law, and Dr. Biags passed me on the road. He was on horseback, and I thought 
he would have fallen off his horse; he appeared to be drunk; at least the impression 
that I took of him was that he was really drunk. I did not speak to him, or lie to me. I 
went on to Catherine Power’s house and found him there. I heard her ask the doctor 
was it a pleurisy she had ; he said it was not; it was all from “ the divinity of her heart.’ 
I think he was in fun, for he seemed very funny, and said he could not stop a minute, for 
he was going to see Lady Ely, who was at Loftus Hall at the time. I said that I did not 
think it was from the divinity of her heart, or ihe devotion of her heart either, that she 
was complaining. I did not say that in the doctor’s hearing. I said it to myself. I don’t 
know what Catherine Power said to him, for I was not in the room with her, and he only 
siayed a few minutes, as he seemed to be in a great hurry to go to Loftus Hall. I thought 
he was drunk in the house, on account of the way he spoke to the woman. I did not see 
him staggering in the house. I think that qccurred between 11 and 12 o’clock. No person 
told me what I was to say at this inquiry. I did not speak to Father Codd about it at 
confession. When the doctor was at Catherine Power’s house, I heard him tell her to 
send up to the Dispensary for a bottle of medicine, and he told her she was to take a table- 
spoonful of ii. I gave her the first dose of it myself, and it did not seem to disagree with 
her • but when I gave her the second dose some hours afterwards it brought a great retching 
on her, and she would not take any more of it. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Johanna Murphy (her x mark). 



Mary Rossitek, sworn ; and Examined. 

I live at the Wood of Fethard. I know Catherine Power. I live next door to her. 
I recollect when she was sick some time 1 after last Christmas. One day about that time I 
saw Dr. Biggs go into Catherine Power’s house, and I followed him in, for I was ailing 
myself at the time. He was standing over at the bed talking with Catherine Power when 
I went in. 1 heard her ask him did he think it was pleurisy she had, and I heard him 
say that it was all from “divinity of the heart.” I. am sure it was “ divinity” he said. I 
said nothing. I could not say lie was drunk, but he was full of liquor at any rate, or he 
would not have gone on that way. He gave a sheer from the bed to the table as if he 
was staggering, and led me to believe that he was under the influence of drink. I was 
going to ask the doctor about myself, but I did not when I saw the way he was. I had 
not a Dispensary ticket. It was about 11 o’clock ; the doctor did not stay long. When 
he went in first, he examined the woman ; he went over to the bed and spoke to her; he 
said be was in a hurry and could not stop, for he was going over to see Lady Ely, who 
was going away in the morning. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Mary Rossiter (her x mark). 



Thomas Doyle, sworn ; and Examined. 

I live at Boleyhill. This lime twelvemonths I was taken ill. My father got a ticket 
from Mr. Murphy for Dr. Biggs to come and see me. I don’t recollect the day of the 
week or the day of the month. The doctor came to see me. on the day that the ticket was 
sent to him. He told me my stomach was out of order, and told me not to take any- 
thing but tea, or whey, or gruel, and he directed me to send to the Dispensary for medi- 
cine. He never came back to see me. My father went back twice for him, as I was 
informed. I was 31 days bad in bed. No other doctor attended me. 1 have reason to 
think that when the doctor came to see me he was drunk. He fell across the bed on me 
when he came into see me. The bed was on the ground, and there was a form by the 
side of it, and the doctor stumbled over it; the room was not very dark, for the bed was 
between the window and the door, and the door was open. I got a very heavy smell ot 
drink off the doctor at the time. The doctor felt my pulse ; he did not kneel down to feel 
my pulse. I did not complain to any gentleman of the committee about this ; but I com- 
plained to the priest at the time. I took the medicine that the doctor sent me. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Thomas Doyle (his x mark). 
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James Doyle, sworn; and Examined. 

I live at Boleyhill. I have a son named Thomas Doyle ; he was taken ill 12 months 
a»o. On the 10 th June I got a ticket from Mr. Murphy for Dr. Biggs to go and see 
h?m'. The doctor came to see my son on the day that the ticket was given him. He never 
came back to see him again. Immediately after that I went to look for the doctor, and 
saw him on the street in Fethard. I asked him to come and see the boy. He said he 
would but did not. He sent medicine once. I went several times after that for the 
doctor • but I could not tell exactly the number of times, or when I went. Sometimes I 
saw the doctor, and more times I did not. Every time I asked him to come to see the 
bov the doctor would promise to come, but never went. I was not at home the da> that 
the doctor visited my son. The reason I recollect that it was on the 10th June that my 
son took ili is, because I was covering potatoes on the 9th June, and he was complaining 
that day, and he lay down the following day. I think it was on the Monday after my son 
took ill that I got the ticket for him. 

J. Hill 23 June 1864. James Doyle (his x mark). 



John Foley, sworn; and Examined. 

I live at Spring, about a mile and a half from Fethard. It is seven years since I was 
ill. I think it was "pleurisy that ailed me. Dr. Biggs attended me on a ticket. He came 
to'see me on the day after he got the ticket, and did not return to sec me again. I think 
that was in last November seven years. It was from Mr. Power, of Ralph, I got the 
ticket 1 did not send back for the doctor after his first visit. He sent me medicine. I 
took a part of it— one powder. The boys in the place took the other four powders away, 
and would not let me take them. The reason I did not send for the doctor a second time 
was because he was drunk when he came the first time. 'When he came in to see me, I 
was sitting by the kitchen fire, and he went into the bed-room to look for me, and there 
was a chair in the bed-room standing next a table, and he took off his hat and put it on the 
table and when lie went to sit down on the chair, he tumbled off on to the floor. He got 
ud verv smart, and came into the kitchen and asked me if I was the boy that was sick, and 
when I said that 1 was, he replied that it was not worth while to apply any medicine, for 
that I was dead. That was all he said or did to me. He did not examine me. He sent 
me five powders afterwards. After the doctor said I was dead, lie went away. I did not 
smell liquor off him. He was not near me. 1 was 11 weeks confined to my bed. 1 was 



not attended by any other doctor. 



The boys would not let me take the powders, because 
1 : would kill me. 

1 not doubt 

but I must have been two months ill when I sent for the doctor. 1 did not complain to 
any member oTthe committee at the time, but Mr Hare, Lord Ely’s agent spoke to me 
about it the first time I was able to come in with the rent after that. My friends at. vised 
3 nut to send for the doctor again, because they had no confidence in him. 



they said they were afraid to let me. They were afraid that the powders would 
I was eager enough to take them, for I was so long cad I didn t care. I would n 
w 1 i„ 1V p been two months ill when I sent for the doctor. I did not cue 



J. Hill, 23 June 1864. 



John Foley. 



Alice Walsh, -sworn ; and Examined. 



I LITE on tbs Quay of Fethard, about a mile from the we of Fethard. Ftve yearn 
ago last March, on the 24th March, I was shot in the call of the leg. 1 1 had to be earned 
home by two men. My uncle Michael got a ticket lor the doctor to com .to « 
doctor did not come to see me. The message that was brought back from the doctor mg 
that I was to he sent up to him on a car, for that he could no. com .to "“ le 

look the ticket to the doctor, and brought back the message; the dMtor iefused to come 
I had then to get a car and go to the doctor, and my leg was bleeding all fte way. When 
I came to the Wnsary, 1 sow the doctor. I forgot what he am d to. ne then on, ; he 
dressed my leg. He put sticking-plaster on ... I then went back to my own house and 
that same night Dr. Biggs came to see me at our house He did not toll m .to put » J 
thing to my leg, but said that he could do nothing for it and that I would . have ito^ 

the Wexford Inflrmary, and that my leg would hare to be cut off. The do 
different times to see me, and put some ou.tm.nt to it one time. The leg was > 

kft mc,\nd “had to^u “cdntomtfrom Mr. Ross in .he ,”g I 

Ts rSedSmyted 

times up to the day of the regatta at Fethard I don t know when thn. wu. J he _do«o_ 
”3 “l conkl'l not make °outMhat the doctor was tipsy at an, tune 

while he was attending me. 



John Hill, 23 June 1864. 



Alice Walsh (her x mark). 
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Anne Ryan, sworn; and Examined. 

I live in the street of Fethard. My father’s name was Daniel Ryan. He was taken ill 
last May twelvemonths, and was buried the first day of June. On the second day of my 
father’s illness, I got a ticket from Mr. Lymberry for the doctor to come and see him. Dr. 
Biggs came to see him on the day that the ticket was presented to him, and gave him medi- 
cine. He did not return for some days, but 1 am not able to say how many. I then went 
for the doctor, and he came to see my father on the same evening. On the next morning 
he came again, and he sent castor-oil down by my little child that evening, which gave my 
father present relief. That same evening, before he gave me the oil, he came down to the 
house and stood outside the door and abused me ; I could not tell why, nor can I tell what 
he said. I thought he must have been under the influence of drink for abasing me with- 
out any reason. The next morning he came back to see my father, and he abused and cursed 
me for the way that I had poulticed my father’s eye. I could not say that he was under 
the influence of drink on that occasion. A few days afterwards the doctor came again, 
without being sent for; it was on the Monday before my father died. My father died on 
the Wednesday night following. I did not go for the doctor again, but I sent three times 
to him for medicine, and he refused to give it. It was castor-oil X sent for. The doctor 
said ihat I had caused my father’s sore eye by putting a pin into it ; and that he would 
have me detected and prosecuted for it; 1 do not know why he said so. I could not say 
that I thought he was drunk when he said it, but I thought so the night before. The 
reason that I did not send for the doctor between the Monday that he called, and the 
Wednesday that my father died, was not that I had no confidence in him, but because I 
was afraid of him on account of his having abused me. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. Anne Ryan (her x mark). 



Rev. Pisrcival B. Weldon, sworn; and Examined. 

I am rector of the parish of Fethard. I have known Dr. Biggs ever since he came to 
this Dispensary. I am a warden of the district. Dr. Biggs has attended my family as 
occasion required, and I willingly state that I and my family have on various occasions 
experienced much of his professional zeal and skill, as well as personal kindness and 
attention under trying circumstances, for which we feel thankful and grateful. I remember 
Lady Ely having been at Loftus Hall about last Christinas time. She paid a very short 
visit; only a few days. I was at Loltus Hall one day during her visit ; but l do not 
recollect bow long before her depaiture. On that occasion 1 was there only once. It was 
before luncheon, I think ; some time about the middle of the day. While I was there I saw 
Dr. Biggs at the Hall ; he appeared to me to be perfectly sober, and not at all under the 
influence of drink. The day that the accident occurred to Alice Walsh, I happened to be 
with Dr. Biggs in or near the Dispensary when the girl came. I believe site bad been 
brought into the Dispensary before I went into it. When I went in, Dr. Biggs had just 
commenced examining the wound, which had been covered with either clay or cow-dung, and 
he was washing it clean. Jt was a fearfully lacerated wound, the muscles were verv much 
torn, and there had been considerable hsemorrhage. 1 assisted Dr. Biggs in dressing the 
wound, which he certainly took special care in doing, and it occupied a considerable time 
before the dressing was completed. The girl bore the dressing wonderfully well, and 
appeared surprisingly strong. I do not know whether Dr. Biggs had or had not visited 
Catherine Power on the day that I met him at Loftus Hall. As well as I recollect, Dr. 
Biggs dressed Alice Walsh’s leg with sticking-plaster. On one occasion only had I reason to 
suspect that Dr. Biggs was under the influence of drink; it was in my own house. On 
every other occasion tiiat Dr. Biggs has attended members of my family in my house I 
have never seen him intoxicated, or under the influence of drink. I have often offered Dr. 
Biggs a glass of spirits and water, or a glass of ale, when he has been attending at night, 
and I don’t recollect his having ever availed himself of the offer. I have been asked to 
speak to Dr. Biggs on the subject of his drinking. I did speak to him. I think it was 
about a year ago. I believe be did amend in regard to ihe subject on which I spoke to 
him, that is, drinking spirits. I do not recollect having heard any complaint of neglect of 
duty on the part of Dr. Biggs with reference to any ticket that I have issued. I never saw 
the doctor s horse at a public-house door when I was passing. On one occasion I was in a 
house where Dr. Biggs was attending a case of midwifery, aud the people of the house 
seemed to think he was intoxicated. My impression was quite the contrary. Some of my 
daughters have been attended by Dr. Biggs in their confinement. Some of my daughters- 
tn-Iaw prefer a female attendant; but I do not know whether they object to Dr. Biggs or 
not. 1 object to give statements as to mere hearsay evidence with, regard to occurrences in. 
my own family. In all the cases in my family where Dr. Biggs attended, a midwife also 
attended. 

J. Hill, 23 June 1864. p p Weldon. 
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Henry Thomas Biggs, sworn : and Examined. 



I am one of the medical officers of the Fethard Dispensary district. I reside in the 
village of Fethard. I have heard the evidence of Catherine Power in which she charges me 
with drunkenness when attending her as a patient on a visiting ticket. I have to state that 
I was not inebriated on that occasion, that I was perfectly sober. I submit the ticket 
which I received on the occasion. It is dated the 14th December 1863. I have entered 
in the Medical Relief Register that her disease was bronchitis. On reference to my 
prescription book I find a corresponding entry, and the prescription which I wrote for her, 
which was a pectoral mixture, containing camphorated tincture of opium, Hipp’s wine, and 
syrup of squills in water. When I visited her she asked me what ailed her, and I told her 
a heavy cold. I don’t think I asked her how long she had been ill. It is stated in the 
ticket that she had been ill three weeks. I never made use of the expression “ divinity of 
the heart ” in her liou^e. I never even heard of it until this investigation. I only paid her 
one visit. I did not think it requisite to go and see her again. She neither sent for more 
medicine, nor sent to ask me to see her again. I had attended her before at the Dispensary 
with a similar attack. Until this investigation I never heard a word of complaint from 
Catherine Power. After I had visited Catherine Power on the 14th December, I attended 
my Dispensary in Fethard. I see that there was only one ticket presented to me on that day, 
according to my Medical Relief Register. As soon as the Dispensary was over, at 1 o’clock, 
I went to Loftus Hall to pay a visit to Lady Ely, hut I did not see her, as she was out 
walking. As I was going out the Rev. Mr. Weldon drove up to the door. I told him that 
her ladyship was out walking. I did not remain in conversation with him many moments. 

I then returned home. That was the only visit I paid to Lady Ely during her last stay at 
Loftus Hall. There was no conversation on that occasion between me and Mr. Weldn, 
except that he invited me to take a seat in his carriage to go and see Mr. Breen. 

To Mr. Codd.~\ I object to state whether I had drunk anything that morning before I 
went to see Catherine Power. 



With reference to the case of Thomas Doyle, of Boleyhill, from whose evidence it appears 
that I paid him only one visit during his illness, my explanation is, that the case was one of 
dyspepsia, or derangement of the stomach, and I did not consider it requisite to visit him a 
second time. I have no recollection of James Doyle, the boy’s father, having applied to me 
to go and see his son afterwards. He says I promised to go, and did not; but if I pro- 
mised, I am sure I would have gone. I positively declare that I was not in a stale of 
intoxication when I went to see Thomas Doyle ; 1 certainly did not fall across the bed 
upon him. I did not fall over a form, but I think that I knelt down on one knee to feel 
his pulse, as the bed was on the ground ; I have nothing further to add with regard to that 
cas£ I visited Thomas Doyle on the 22d June, 1863 ; he had been then ill one week accord- 
ing to his ticket, which I submit. I never knew until this investigation how long he con- 
tinued ill after I saw him. I object to state whether I drank any liquor that day before 
going to see Thomas Doyle. As regards the case of John Foley, of Speery, he says him- 
self that it occurred seven years ago, and I have no recollection whatever respecting it. 
With reference to the case of Alice Walsh, who met with an injury from a gunshot wound, 

I received a visiting ticket to attend her on the 24th March 1859 ; I produce the ticket. 

I did not visit her at the time; but having ascertained from the person who brought the 
ticket that she had been shot through the calf of the leg, I requested the messenger, her 
uncle, to have her brought to the Dispensary, because I could have there all the appliances 
that I might require. Her uncle made no objection, and the girl was brought up at once 
on a car, and I dressed the leg in the presence of the Rev. Mr. Weldon, and the serjeant of 
police, and others. I went to see her at her own house the same evening, aDd continued 
my attendance upon her almost daily for about two months. The regatta occurred about 
the latter end of June or beginning of July, and Alice Walsh herself states that I continued 
my attendance until then. I did not at first recommend amputation; but I advised her 
removal to Wexford Infirmary, as it might be necessary that amputation should be per- 
formed in the event of bad symptoms setting in. The girl’s friends told me that they sub- 
mitted my proposal for her removal to the Infirmary to the Rev. Mr. Codd ; I do not recol- 
lect having met Father Codd that evening when coming from Alice Walsh s. 1 might 
have met him. I do not recollect his having asked me my opinion as to the girl In the 
case of Daniel Ryan, of Fethard, I received a ticket to visit him from the Rev. Mr. 
Lymhevry ; I submit the ticket, dated 7th May 1863 His ailment was chiefly old age ; he 
was 75 years of age according to the ticket; he was affected witn letropium, or turning 
out of the lining membrane of the eye-lid, for which I ordered powders and a poultice. 1 
saw him two or three times, and supplied him with medicine. During my attendance upon 
him I saw his daughter, Anne Ryan, at the house; I have heard her evidence, and declare 
positively that I was not at all under the influence of drink when attending her father; but 
I certainly did scold her for having tied the poultice so tightly on her father s eye, and lor 
leaving it on so long that it became hard and dry, and was like so many flints pressing on 
his eye-ball. I certainly did not curse her, or make use of any profane language to Her, 
I did not refuse medicine to her when she sent up to the Dispensary foriL 

With reference to the case of Catherine Handnck, I received a vl81 ^ m S *!^ et ° n 
behalf from Mr. Murphy. The ticket which I submit is dated the 5th April 1864, and 
states that she had -been ill six days. I visited her on the 5th April, and dffinotseeher 
again until the 8th of April ; I was, in the interval, requested once by her father to visit 
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her but did not. I had just returned from the Sessions of Arthurs town, and was lying 
down unwell ; that was on the 7th April. I visited her the next morning at 10 o’clock. 
She was ill in fever ; I did not see her again. She died on the next day, the 9th April. 
I did not oo to see her again. On the morning of the 7th April, Catherine Handrick’s 
mother came to me and asked me to *o and see her daughter ; she did not tell me that the 
patient had spots or a rash on her. 1 told her I was going on a summons to the Sessions 
at Arthurstown, and could not go to see her daughter. She did not tell me I could call 
on my wav to Arthurstown. The patient’s father did not, on the 7th April, tell me that there 
was a rash'on her; there was no mention of spots or a rash at all. When t saw her on the 8th 
she was much weaker, and, I thought, sinking. I ordered wine for her ; 1 did not see any 
rash or spots on her. I did not examine her to look for any spots or rash. If I had gone 
to see Catherine Handrick on my way to the Sessions, it would, I think, have been two 
miles or two and a-half miles out of my direct road. I do not think Catherine Handrick 
was insensible when I saw her on the morning before her death; J visited her about 
10 o’clock in the morning. With regard to the case of John Ryan, of Fethard, I received 
a ticket lo attend him from Mr. Murphy; I submit the ticket, dated the 9th of June 1863. 
I visited the patient on the same day. He was, according to my Medical Relief Register, 
suffering from debility; I visited him about three times, I think, though I have only the 
first visit recorded in my prescription book. He was not suffering from erysipelas during 
any part of his illness. 1 did not refuse his wife to go and see him at any time. On the 
first day that I visited John Ryan, I had an altercation with his wife about opening the 
windows; she refused to open the windows. When I was going upstairs the atmosphere 
was so impure I could scarcely breathe, and I expressed myself angrily, and said that into 
so stinking a place L had never put my foot. When I complained of the impurity of (he 
place, the man’s wife was annoyed, and refused to open the window when I asked her to do 
so. I then opened one of the windows myself. I positively declare that I was not under 
the influence of drink at the time. I do not know anything about her statement that I 
wanted to fight her little clog one evening. I never went to her house to annoy her; but 
one day that I was there she began to abuse me, and said that I ordered nothing but 
whisky for any one. 

Rev. Mr. Codd.~\ I did order her husband whisky-and-water, because he was labouring 
under mental depression caused by pecuniary difficulties. Ryan complained of a pain in 
his head at the time. 1 do not think that whiskv-and-water would make it worse, when 
it originated in anxiety of mind. Ryan’s wife asked me, I think about three times, to go 
and see her husband, and 1 went on every occasion. 



Case of John Synnott. 

As regards the case of John Synnott, I received a ticket from Mr. Lymberry lo attend 
him, The ticket which 1 submit is dated the 6th November 1863. I visited him on the 
same day, and found him suffering from erysipelas of the face. He lives in the village of 
Fethard. I have no record of any visit lo him but my first visit; but I am positively cer- 
tain that I visited him two or three times afterwards. His wife came for me about twice, 
and requested me to see him ; I think I attended him some time during the same day. I 
continued my attendance upon him occasionally for four or five days, until the cuticle was 
beginning to desquamate, and his eyes were open. I never refused to give him or supply 
him with medicine at any time. (_To Mr. Codd.) He was attended by a woman alter I 
ceased to attend him, and I suppose she had the credit of curing him. I gave him two 
powders containing calomel and James’s powder, one to be taken on alternate nights ; I did 
not give him any medicine but that. He was illlthree days before I saw him, according to 
the ticket. 

With reference to the case of Catherine Doyle, I received a ticket dated the 28th 
December 1863, from Mr. Murphy, to attend her; I submit the ticket. I visited her 
on the same day, and found her suffering from fever. I ordered her calomel and James’s 
powder; I did not visit her again until the 3d January. I do not think that Doyle came 
to Fethard two days after my first visit lo request me to go and see her; I have no recollection 
of having visited her on the 30tli December. If l did, I did not enter it in my attendance 
book. On the 3d January, a Sunday evening, a man named Parle came for me to go 
andsee Doyle’s wife, and I went that evening ; she died about 7 o’clock the next morning. 
I was out to see her about half an hour afier her death. During the interval between my 
visits she was seen by Dr. Long, of Arthurstown. I was aware of the fact. I was told so 
by a neighbour of hers. I have no recollection of having been applied to by John Doyle 
on New Year’s Day to visit his wife, or of having refused to do so. I have no recollection 
of having told Doyle that his wife was nol in want of medicine. I never made use of the 
expression “ calloused” to him, or of anything like ii. I did not say that there was nothing 
the matter with her, only that she hacf eaten too much. I did not say anything to that 
effect in Foley’s shop, down stairs, for Catherine Doyle’s illness occurred in December, and 
I was not in Foley’s shop since last September. When I visited Catherine Doyle on the 
3d January, I ordered her wine ; that was on ihe evening before she died. 

I have occasionally been in some of the public-houses in Fethard, and taken a glass of 
ale in them, but 1 do not go into them now at all. It is about two months since I was 
inside of a public-house, either at Saltmills or Fethard. I used very frequently to call in 
at Mrs. Caulfield’s and get a glass of ale . when going to piy Dispensary at Ballycullane. 

I have 
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I have had ale in the parlour of Boyce’s public house, when I was attending Mrs. Boyce. 
I have no recollection of the case of Breen’s wife, referred to by Margaret MacNamara. 
She states that it occurred seven years ago, and I have no recollection of it. I have no 
recollection of having ever told Margaret MacNamara that I was attending a man whose 
daughter had turned his eye inside out. I positively declare that Margaret MacNamara 
never saw me under the influence of liquor, either in my own house or anywhere else. 
With respect to the charge of my having taken my horse into patients’ houses, I wish to 
state that I was not attending any person at Mrs. Fardy’s house when I brought the horse 
in. 1 have frequently taken my horse into houses, but I never drove him in before me, I 
always led him in by the bridle. I have no recollection of the occuirence mentioned in 
Mary Spvatt’s evidence. 

J. Hill, 24 June 1864. H. T. Biggs, l.d.c. 



Luke Hickey sworn ; and Examined. 

I am a sub-constable of police, stationed in Fethard. I have been stationed here three 
years and a half. Our barrack is in the upper part of the main street of Fethard. Iam 
generally about the street of Fethard, except of an odd day when I am on dut3 r in the 
country. I know Dr. Biggs well. I never saw him in a state of intoxication in ihe streets 
of Fethard, or anywhere else. I never saw’ him under the influence of drink. 

J. Hill, 24 June 1864. Luke Hickey, s.c. 



James Henderson sworn ; and Examined. 

Iam a sub- constable of police stationed in Fethard. I have been stationed here two 
years next August. I know Dr. Biggs ; I never saw him in a state of intoxication or under 
the influence of drink in the street of Fethard, or anywhere else. 

James Henderson. 

J. Hill, 24 June 1864. 



Letters referred to in Dr. Hill’s Report. 

(A.) — From Dr. Biggs to Dr. Hill. 

g; r Fethard, 26 June 1864. 

In the hurry of business I omitted laying those letters before you, but if it is not now tod 
late I shall feel very much obliged if you will have the kindness to attach them to my 
defence, for the perusal of the Commissioners. 

I am, &c- 

J. Hill, Medical Inspector. (signed) H. T. Biggs, l.d.c. 



(B.)— From the Rev. P. B. Weldon to Dr. Biggs. 

Dear Doctor Biggs, Fethard Rectory, 2 J une 1864. 

As you expressed a desire that I should furnish you with a testimonial ot your professional 
character in your attendance on myself and family, to be placed before the commission of 
inquiry about to be held this day in Fethard, I willingly state that we have on various 
occasions experienced much of your professional zeal and skill, as well as personal kindness 
and attention under trying circumstances, and for which we feel very thankful and grateful 
to you. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) P. B. Weldon, 

Rector of Fethard, County Wexford. 

P. S. — Illness prevents me being able to attend the investigation. 



234 - 
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(C.) — From Mr. Robert S. Wilson to Dr. Biggs. 

My dear Doctor, Tintern, 2 June 1864. 

I regret very much that it is not in my power to leave home to-day, so that I cannot 
attend at the Dispensary as I had hoped. 

I would take this opportunity to state that your professional attendance on my family 
for nearly eight years has at all times been prompt and skilful ; we have frequently been 
obliged to called upon you at night, and sometimes to require your aid during the whole 
night; we always found you ready immediately to tespond to the most sudden call, and 
to render valuable services on your arrival. 

With kind regards to you and Mrs. Briggs, in which I am joined by Mrs. Wilson, 

1 remain, &c. 

(signed) Robert S. Wilson. 



(D.) — From the Rev. John J. Lymberry to Dr. Biggs. 

Fethard Castle, County Wexford, 

My dear Doctor, 20 June 18G4. 

As you ask for my testimony in reference to the charge of insobriety recently brought 
against you, I have much pleasure in being able to declare that having: known you for many 
years, both before and since your appointment to the Dispensary of Fethard, and having 
met you occasionally at almost every hour of the day, I have never seen nor for a moment 
suspected you to be in a state of intoxication. 1 was one of the persons who invited you 
to be a candidate for the Dispensary when it became vacant, having had a high opinion of 
your skill and talent as a physician ; and I may add, that though you never were employed 
in my family in a professional capacity (ray brother-in-law being our family physician), and 
I have had consequently less opportunities of judging as to the correctness of the opinion 
which I had formed, I have very frequently heard both of your skill and attention to 
those upon whom you were in attendance. Feeling deep regret for the very trying position 
in which you are at present placed, and the sincerest sympathy with Mrs. Biggs and your 
little children, 

I remain, &c. 

Henry Biggs, Esq., m.d. (signed) John Lymberry, Clerk, 

Vicar of Hook, and Curate of Templeton, and 
Warden of the Fethard Dispensary. 



(No. 13,569/64.) 

No. 5. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 20 July 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to inform the Committee of Management of the Fethard Dispensary 
district, that in consequence of complaints preferred by the Reverend Mr. 
Codd, p.p., to the Board of guardians of New Ross Union, on the 18 th May 
last, against Dr. Biggs, the medical officer of the district, the Commissioners 
instructed Dr. Hill, medical inspector, to make inquiry, and report to them on 
the complaints referred to. 

The complaints of the Reverend Mr. Codd involved charges of neglect of duty 
in several instances, and in indulgence in habits of intemperance, whereby he 
forfeited the confidence of the inhabitants of the district. 

The cases of neglect of duty, as set forth on the Guardians’ minutes, are, — 

1. Neglect in the case of Catherine Doyle, the medical officer having, as 
alleged, refused to treat the patient’s sickness seriously, insisting that she 
had only eaten too much, though the disease proved to be typhus fever, 
terminating in death. 

2. Neglect in the case of Catherine Hendrick, who it is alleged, died of 
typhus fever, on the 10th April last, the medical officer having on his first 
visit informed her friends that she had only a cold, and having subsequently 
refused to visit her until it suited his own convenience. 

3. Neglect of duty in the case of John Synnott, who was suffering 

from 
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from erysipelas, the medical officer attending him only once, although he 
stated it was a bad case. 



4 . Neglect in the case of Thomas Doyle, who was ill in fever for 28 days, 
the medical officer only visiting him once, though called on again and 



6 . Neglect in the case of John Ryan, residing within a few perches of the 
medical officer’s house, who was ill for seven weeks, and was visited only 
twice by the medical officer, although he was repeatedly called upon to visit 
the patient. 



6 . Neglect in the case of Alice Walsh, of the quay of Fethard, who had 
the calf of her leg shut off, and whom the medical officer refused to attend 
unless she were brought to the Dispensary, and then, instead of curing the 
limb, stating it should be cut off: and, — 



7. That the medical officer is given to drink; that he is always in the 
public-house ; that universal want of confidence has been the result ; and 
that he has been guilty of extravagances, completely at enmity with all the 
official ways of the profession, which confirm the universal impression of the 
doctor being under the influence of drink. 



Dr. Hill accordingly held an inquiry at Fethard, on the 2 d and 3d ultimo, 
into the above charges, and at the termination of the proceedings on the second 
day the inquiry was adjourned, at the request of the medical officer, and with 
the concurrence of the Rev. Mr. Codd, to the 23d June, in order to enable the 
medical officer to prepare his defence, and obtain evidence in the charges pre- 
ferred against him, some of which it was alleged had reference to cases of which 
he had not received previous notice. 

The inquiry was resumed on the day appointed, and the Commissioners have 
received, and have had under consideration, the Minutes of Evidence, with Dr. 
Hill’s report thereon. . 

The Minutes of Evidence are enclosed for the information of the Committee, 
and the Commissioners desire to state that in their opinion the evidence establishes 



the fact that Dr. Biggs is not a man of temperate habits, and that he has been 
guilty of neglect of duty in the several cases complained of. 

The Commissioners, with such evidence before them, and taking into account 
the serious responsibility of • permitting Dr. Biggs to have any longer the charge 
of the sick poor of the district, feel it to be their duty to request the Committee 
to call upon Dr. Biggs for his resignation of the office of Medical Officer of the 
Fethard Dispensary District, and to take the necessary proceedings in accord- 
ance with Articles 22, 23, and 18 of the Dispensary regulations for the appoint- 
ment of his successor. , , , 

The Commissioners request you will return the Minutes of Evidence when 

done with. . 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 



To Abraham Stephens, Esq., Hon. Secretary, 
Fethard Dispensary Committee, 
Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 13,569/64.) 

No. 6 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g. 20 July 1864. 

Adverting to Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of New Boss 
Union on the 18 th May last, respecting the complaints preferred by the Jtev 
Mr. Codd against Dr. Biggs, medical officer of the Fethard Dispensary District, 
the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the ^Poor “ re- 
land enclose herewith, for the information of the Guardians, a copy of a hitter 
2 . 34 . 02 W ,C 
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which they have addressed to the Fethard Dispensary Committee in reference to 
the recent inquiry held by Dr. Hill, medical inspector, into the charges against 



Dr. Biggs. 



The Clerk of New Ross Union. 



By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 



(No. 14,769/64.) 

No. 7. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Dnncannon, 27 July 1864. 

In compliance with the orders of the Poor Law Commissioners a special 
meeting of the Managing Committee of the Fethard Dispensary District will be 
held on the 30th instant, to receive ihe resignation of Dr. Biggs, and name a day 
for the election of a medical officer in his room. 

As there is some doubt on the subject, I am directed to inquire whether the 
Poor Law Commissioners will sanction the performance of the Dispensary duties 
by Dr. Biggs until his successor is appointed. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Abraham Stephens, 

J. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, lion. Secretary. 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin. 



(No. 14,779/64.) 

No. 8. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 August 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, in reference 
to the appointment of a medical officer for the Fethard Dispensary District in 
room of Dr. Biggs-, -and the Commissioners request to be informed of the result 
of the meeting of the committee on the 30th ultimo, and of the day fixed for 
the election of Dr. Biggs’s successor. 

With regard to the appointment of Dr. Biggs as temporary medical officer of 
the district, the Commissioners desire to call attention to their letter to the com- 
mittee of this date, No. 14,823/64. 

By Order, & c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 

Abraham Stephens, Esq., Hon. Secretary, 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 14,823/64.) 

No. 9.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 1 August 1864. 

With reference to a Minute of the Board of Guardians of New Ross Union of 
the 27th ultimo, respecting the remuneration of Dr. Long for his services as sub- 
stitute 
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stitute for Dr. Biggs, Medical Officer of the Fethard Dispensary District, the 
Commissioners for administering Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland request 
to be informed of the period for which leave of absence was granted to Dr. Biggs, 
and whether he resumed the discharge of the duties of the district before the 30th 
ultimo. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks. 

Chief Clerk. 

Abraham Stephens, Esq., Hon. Secretary, 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon, County VVexford. 



(No. 15,169/64.) 

No. 10. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

New Ross Union, — Fethard Dispensary District. 

Duncannon, County Wexford, 

Sir, 3 August 1864. 

In reply to your letter of the 1st instant, No. 14,779/64, I beg to inform the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, 
that the Committee have fixed the 12th of September next as the day for elect- 
ing a medical officer for the Fethard portion of this district, in the room of Dr. 
Biggs, resigned, and that they have appointed Dr. Biggs temporarily to do the 
duty until his successor is appointed. 

I have, &c. 

The Chief Clerk, (signed) Abraham Stephens, 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin. Honorary Secretary. 



(No. 15,169/64.) 

No. 11. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin, 

Sir, 12 August 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant, respecting the 
office of Medical Officer of Fethard Dispensary District, and they enclose here- 
with a list of queries to be answered and signed in reference to the candidate who 
may be appointed to the office on the 12 th September next, in room of Dr. Biggs ; 
and they Tequest that his diplomas in medicine, surgery, and midwifery, and his 
certificate of registration under the Medical Act, may be forwarded to this 
office with replies to queries. 

The Commissioners request that you will be good enough to return to this 
office the Minutes of Evidence taken at the recent inquiry into the complaints 
preferred against Dr. Biggs. 

By Order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 

To Abraham Stephens, Esq., Hon. Secretary, 

Fethard Dispensary Committee. 



234- 
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(No. 17,541/64.) 

No. 12 . — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary District, 

Duncannon, County Wexford, 

Sir, 12 September 1864. 

In accordance with your letter, dated 12th ultimo (No. 15,169 — 1864), I beg 
to inform you that the committee have re-elected JL)r. Biggs to take charge 
of the Fethard portion of the district. 

I beg to enclose his answers to the list of queries as to qualification. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Stephens , 

Honorary Secretary. 

2VJ5. — The evidence taken by Dr. Hill is sent you per book post to-day. 

A. S. 

The Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



Answers to Queries enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

(No. 17,541/64.) 

Appointment of Medical Officer for the above Dispensary District, under the Medical 
Charities Act, 14 & 15 Viet. c. 68, s. 8. 



1. Name, in full, of the person proposed to 

be appointed as medical officer for the 
above Dispensary district. 

2. Names of the electoral divisions which 

form the district for which the ap* 
pointment is proposed. 

3. What are the legal qualifications which 

he possesses ? State the college or 
other body from which he obtained 
his respective diplomas, and the date 
of each of them. 

Is he registered under the Medical Act? 

4. His age ------ 

5. How long has he been in practice as a 

medical man? 

6. Does he at present reside within the 

district, or where ? 

i. What is his intended place of 

residence if his appointment be 
approved? and in what electoral 
division of the district? 

ii. Distance of his intended residence 

from the centre of the district? 

iii. Distance of such residence from 
the Dispensary building? 

7. Name of the place where the Dispensary 

building is situate, and in what elec- 
toral division ? 

i. Similar particulars as to any branch 
Dispensary in the district ? 



Henry Thomas Biggs. 

Fethard, Templetown, and Tintern. 

Licentiate of the Dublin College, in Ire- 
land, and accoucheur of the Britain-street 
Hospital, ' 26 May 1843. 

He is. 

Forty-five. 

Twenty-one years. 

He does, at Fethard. 

Fethard. 

Three miles. 

Dispensary at his residence. 

Fethard and Ballycullane. 

Branch at Ballycullane, Tintern division. 
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ii. What are the days and hours 
fixed for the attendance of the 
medical officer at the dispensary 
and branch dispensary, if any, 
in each week ? 

8. Has he hitherto held any other medical 

office? if so, state what office, and 
whether he now holds it, or when he 
ceased to hold ii : and if medical 
officer of any other dispensary, or of 
an hospital, or other similar institution, 
state the name of it, and the electoral 
division and union in which it is 
situate? 

9. Date upon which the appointment was 

made by the committee of manage- 
ment? 

And at what time are his duties to com- 
mence ? 

10. State the amount of salary, as deter- 

mined by the Board of Guardians? 

11. Is he a member of the Board of Guar- 

dians of the union in which the dis- 
pensary district for which be is ap- 
pointed is situate ; or a member of the 
committee of management of the dis- 
pensary district ? 

] 2. State the cause of the appointment being 
now made ; if a resignation, state the 
cause of such resignation ? 

Date when the previous medical officer 
of the district ceased to act as such ? 



Fethard, Monday and Friday, 11 to 1 
o’clock. 

Ballycullane, Wednesday, 2 to 4 o’clock. 



Formerly held the office of medical officer 
of Fethard Dispensary. 



12 September 1864. 



He is now acting. 
£. 80 per annum. 
No. 



Being called on by the Commissioners to 
resign. Re-appointed by the committee of 
management. 

He did not cease to perform the duties of 
the district. 



A. Stephens, 

Honorary Secretary. 

U. T. Biggs , l.d.c. 

Reported to the Poor Law Commissioners for their approval, day of 

186 . 



(No. 17,541/64.) 



No. 13. 



-Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 16 September 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, forwarding* answers to 
queries relating to the reappointment of Dr. Biggs as medical officer of the 
Fethard Dispensary District, and they desire to state that for the reasons set forth 
in their letter of the 20th July last, requiring Dr. Biggs’s resignation of the 
office in question, the grounds of which are detailed in the evidence taken at the 
inquiry lately held by Dr. Hill, the Commissioners must decline to approve 
Dr. Biggs’ reappointment ; and they therefore request that the committee of 
management will proceed to another election of a medical officer for the 
district. f , 

The Commissioners request that they may be informed of the day fixed tor tne 

election. „ 

By order, &c. 

To Abraham Stephens, Esq. (signed; B. ifanAs, 

Hon. Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, Uuet Gierk. 

Dnncannon, County Wexford. 



234. 
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(No. 18,367/64.) 

No. 14. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Committee Room, Duncannon, 
Sir, 26 September. 

In reply to your letter, dated the 1 6th instant, No. 17,541, 1864, relative 
to Dr. Biggs, — 

The Committee having been summoned specially for this day to take into 
consideration the above letter, there being a very small number of members 
present, they adopted the following resolution : 

Resolved , — That on account of the small number of members in attendance, 
the further consideration of the Commissioners’ letter, relative to Dr. Biggs’ re- 
election, be postponed until the 7th October next., at one o’clock, and that the 
members be again summoned for that purpose, 

I have, &c. 

The Chief Clerk, (signed) A. Stephens , Hon. Sec. 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



(No. 19,182/64.) 

No. 15. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, Duncannon, 
Sir, County Wexford, 8 October 1864. 

I am directed to forward to the Poor Law Commissioners the enclosed resolu- 
tion adopted by the Committee yesterday relative to the re-election of Dr. Biggs. 

I am, &c. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) A. Stephens, Hon Sec. 

Dublin. 



(No. 19,182/64.) 

Resolution of the Fethard Dispensary Committee, forwarded with the foregoing Letter. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

7 October 1864. 

Resolved , — The Committee, in re-electing Dr. Biggs, beg to state to the Poor Law 
Commissioners that, in the investigation into the character and conduct of Dr. Biggs as 
dispensary doctor of the Fethard District, entered into by Dr. Hill, feel first that it was 
unprecedented and a hardship to Dr. Biggs to go back for six or seven years in that investi- 
gation, particularly as there had been an investigation under Captain Hamilton in 1861. 

Secondly, that from the expression of opinion and local knowledge of the members of the 
Committee who re-elected Dr. Biggs and been residents of portions'of the district, and from 
their knowledge of the witnesses who gave the evidence taken under Dr. Hill, they are 
convinced that the statements contained in their letter of the 20th July 1864, 13,569, are 
very much ex parte and overdrawn. 

For the above reason the Committee request the Commissioners will reconsider theii' 
letter, 16th September 1864, 17,541, and sanction the re-election of Dr. Biggs. 

Jacob Powell, Chairman. 



(No. 19,182/64.) 

No. 16. Letter rom the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
™ bir ’ . . 13 October 1864. 

t ^ 0mmissl0Ders f° r administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, forwarding a 
copy oi a resolution of the Committee of Management of the Fethard Dispen- 
sary District, in which they state their reasons for re-electing Dr. Biggs to the 

office 
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office of medical officer of the above district, and the Commissioners desire to 
stale that they must decline to sanction the appointment of Dr. Biggs, and their 
sanction is necessary to render the salary payable to him a legal charge on the 
poor rates. The Commissioners request that ‘the Committee of Management will 
proceed to a fresh election of medical < fficer for the district in room of 
Dr. Biggs. 

By order, &c. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary, 

Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 1 9,182/64.) 

No. 17. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 13 October 1864. 

Adverting to their letter of the 20th July last, in reference to the inquiry 
held by Dr. Hill, Medical Inspector, into complaints preferred by the Rev. 
Mr. Codd, p.p. against Dr. Biggs, medical officer of the Fethard Dispeusary 
District, in New Ross Union, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, enclose for the information of the Board of 
Guardians, a copy of a letter which they have addressed to the Committee of 
Management on the subject of the re-appointment of Dr. Biggs to the office of 
medical officer in the district in question. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, New Ross Union. (signed) B. Batiks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 19,690/64.) 

No. 18. — Letter from the Rev. Win. Coild, p.p. to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Co. Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 17 October 1864. 

In compliance with the request of the Chief Clerk, Mr. Banks, to inform the 
Commissioners, in case typhus fever should spread in the district of Fethard, I 
beg to state that yesterday I visited John Whitty, Ramstown, Ned Flynn, and 
Richard Howlett. Camivan, all three in fever. Dr. Biggs has been in attend- 
ance on Ned Flynn, and on Wednesday last gave him a small porter bottle 
of wine, with this remark, “ that he gave that out of his own pocket, and could 
give no more. They should get it (the wine) themselves.” Ned Flynn got no 
more wine since. These three cases are all destitute. 

Yours, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Win. Codd, p.p. 



(No. 19,690/64.) 

No. 19. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Wm. Codd. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, 17 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 17th instant, in 
reference to the occurrence of some cases of fever in the Fethard Dispensary 
District, and to the supply of wine in such cases; and the Commissioners desire 
to state that the medical officer of a dispensary district has no authority under the 
Medical Charities Act to order wine for the use of the dispensary patients under 
his care. 

In any case of sudden and urgent necessity, the relieving officer of the 
district has power under the 7th Section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, 

234. E to 
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to afford provisional relief in such cases, and report tlie circumstances to the 
Board of Guardians at their next meeting. 

The Commissioners will call the attention of the Board of Guardians to the 
subject of the spread of fever in the district referred to. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Rev. Wm. Codd, p.p., Fethard, 

County Wexford. 



(No. 19,690/64.) 

No. 20 — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 17 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians of New Ross 
Union, a copy of a communication which they have received from the Rev. Wm. 
Codd, in reference to the occurrence in some cases of fever in the Fethard 
Dispensary District, together with a copy of the Commissioners’ reply ; and the 
Commissioners request the attention of the Guardians to the subject, with a view 
to their ordering the necessary proceedings to be taken for the abatement of any 
nuisances prejudicial to health existing in the district. 

By order, &c. 

To the Clerk, New Ross Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 19,918/64 ) 

No. 21.— Further Letter from the Rev. Wm. Codd , to the Commissioners. 

Fethard, County Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 20 October 1864. 

Fever still extending in the Fethard Dispensing district. 

Widow Furlong, attending one of the fever patients, is a new addition to those 
I mentioned in my last. 

If the Poor Law Commissioners were themselves now in the condition that 
these fever patients are in, and abandoned altogether as they are in the hour of 
their extreme danger by those who can and ought to give them medical aid, 
then the ways of the Circumlocution Office would appear to them in the light of 
the horrid reality that it is. 

I will never write again to the Commissioners on this matter. 

, I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Wm. Codd, p.p. 

Custom House, Dublin. 

N.B.--I have just learned from the relieving officer, that the New Ross Board 
of Guardians did- not meet yesterday, on account of the heavy rain, and I beg to 
ask \ the Poor Law Commissioners, are the poor in fever to wait till the next 
meeting of the Board of Guardians before they will get medical relief? 

W. C. 



(No. 19,919/64.) 

No. 22. — Further Letter from the Rev. Wm. Codd, to the Commissioners. 

Fethard, County Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 20 October 1864. 

_ I wrote by this post, and since posting the letter, another new fever case, 
widow Breen, of the Quay of Fethard, has occurred. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Wm. Codd, p.p. 

Dublin. 
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(No. 19,690/64.) 

No. 23.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. J 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 21 October 1864. 

Adverting to their letter of the 13th instant, declining to sanction the re- 
appointment of Dr. Biggs to the office of medical officer of the Fethard Dispen- 
sary District, the Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, enclose copies of communications which they have received 
from the Rev. Mr. Codd, in reference to the prevalence of fever in the above 
district, and the want of sufficient medical attendance for the sick poor therein ; 
and the Commissioners request that you will be good enough, on the receipt of 
this communication, to summon an extraordinary meeting of the Committee of 
Management, for the purpose of providing for the medical attendance of the sick 
poor, by the appointment of a medical officer for the district. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 19,918/64.) 

No. 24. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Wm. Codd. j 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, • 
Rev. Sir, 21 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of you r two communications, dated the 20th 
instant, in reference to the prevalence of fever in the Fethard Dispensary 
District, the want of sufficient medical attendance for the sick poor therein, and 
the Commissioners desire to inform you that they have called the attention of 
the Dispensary Committee to the subject. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

The Rev. W. Codd, p.p., Fethard, 

County Wexford. 



(No. 19,690/64.) 

No. 25 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S; r> 21 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, transmit to you the accompanying copies of communications which 
they have received from the Rev. Mr. Codd, in reference to the prevalence of 
fever in the Fethard Dispensary District, and they request that you will call the 
immediate attention of the relieving officer to the subject, and that you will 
obtain a report from him thereon, and forward it to this office. 

By order, &c. 

The Clerk, New Ross Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 
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(No. 20,173/64.) 

No. 26. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Feihard Dispensary Com* 
mittee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Sir, Duncannon, 24 October 1864. 

In reply to your letter of the 21st instaut, I beg to inform you, for the infor- 
mation of the Commissioners, that a special committee was held this day, and it 
was resolved to elect 'a medical officer for the Fethard portion of the district, in 
the place of Dr. Biggs, and that Dr. Long, the other medical officer is directed 
to take charge of the entire district until the 11 th of November next, on which 
day the election takes place. 

I have, &c. 

To the Chief Clerk, (signed) A. Stephens , 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



(No. 20,173/64.) 

No. 27. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

29 October 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instaut, from which it 
appears that the Committee of Management of the Fethard Dispensary District 
have fixed the 11th proximo for the election of a medical officer for that district, 
in room of Dr. Biggs, and have appointed Dr. Long to take charge of the sub- 
district attended to by the former; and the Commissioners enclose queries to be 
answered respecting the medical officer who may be appointed by the Committee 
of Management on the 11 tli proximo; and they request that his diplomas and 
certificate of registration under the Medical Act, may be forwarded to this 
office. 

The Commissioners desire, at the same time, to state that the temporary 
appointment of Dr. Long should be reported to the Board of Guardians, in 
accordance with Article 22 of the Dispensary Regulations, if it has not been 
already done. 

By order. &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon. 



(No. 20,362/64.) 

No. 28. — Letter from Dr. Long to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Arthurstown, 27 October, 1864. 

<■ a^ AVE ^ on i our to report that in compliance with the request of Committee 
of Management of the Fethard Dispensary District, I have taken on the medical 
charge of the Fethard portion thereof, until a medical officer shall be appointed 
thereto, in the room of Dr. Biggs. 

I yesterday visited the only two patients in fever pointed out to me on the 
dispensary books, John Whitty, of Ramstown, and Edward Flynn, of Caher- 
civeen; they are both proceeding to a favourable convalescence, and the patients 
and their friends spoke to me in the warmest terms of the attention and care of 
Dr. Biggs ; another fever patient, named Richard Hawletf, of Caherciveen, had 
been removed to the Union Fever Hospital. 

My attention was, however, accidentally called to a house in Caherciveen, in 
which are t«o families, Condon and Howlett, all the members of which have 
either passed, or are now passing through the disease ; there are now four indi- 
viduals 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FETHARD DISPENSARY. 



37 



,viduals actually ill, one of whom will, I think, die. I have had the attention of 
the relieving officer called to this house, so that the wants of the inmates may 
be looked to. 

From inquiries I have made, I have reason to believe that the disease origi- 
nated, or was rather spread, from this very house. An old man named Whitty, 
a mendicant, I believe, and father to one of the women now ill there, having 
•died some- weeks since therein, and all the persons since taken ill being proved 
■to have attended the wake, or otherwise held communication with the 
family. 

I have, &c. 

To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, (signed) Richard Long, m.d. 

Poor Law Commission. 



(No. 20,452/64.) 

No. 29. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, New Ross Union, 28th October 1864. 

Enclosed I send you copies of relieving officer’s, Mr. Berney, and Dr. Michael 
Howlett’s, reports respecting the spread of fever in the Fethard Dispensary 
;District, and am gentlemen, 

Yours, &c., 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Gifford Carr, 

Custom House, Dublin. Clerk of the Union. 



(No. 20,452/64.) 

Enclosure 1 in foregoing Letter. 

Report from Relieving Officer. 

Gentlemen, Fethard, County Wexford, 22 October 1864. 

Dr. Biggs having ceased to be dispensary medical officer of the Fethard District, in 
-which there are several cases of fever, I called upon Dr. Long on the 21st, to ascertain if 
he would take charge of the patients ; he expressed an unwillingness to do so, and deeming 
it necessary that the patients should be attended, I issued a ticket to Dr. Biggs, who 
-continued to attend the patients. 

On Wednesday the 26 th, I brought the matter before the Board of Guardians, who 
considered Dr. Biggs was not a responsible person, and directed me to employ the services 
of a medical gentleman, he to report on the state of the district, and attend the patients. 

I employe«UDr. Howlett, of the Houghton Fever Hospital, New Ross, who, accompanied 
'by me, visited on this day the following persons: — 

John Whitty, recovering from fever; Edward Flynn and Patrick Condon, also recovering; 
Mary, John, and Peter Condon, and Johanna Howlett, in fever; Marv Shea and Catherine 
Breen, chest affection*. Dr. Howlett, with the view to prevent the spread of contagion, 
recommends that the houses of the poor be whitewashed, and if there are any new cases 
of fever, that there will be a temporary hospital provided for the accommodation ot the 
patients. . „ , 

Having learned to-day that Dr. Long was appointed at a special meeting ot the com- 
-mittee held on Monday last, to discharge the duties of medical officer in the Fethard 
District, I intimated to Dr. Howlett that his further services would not he required. 
J received no application from the widow Breen, to whom your letter refers, but 1 visited 
.her to-day, and found she was not destitute. 

1 have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) James Berney. 



Enclosure 2 in foregoing Letter. 

Report from Dr. Howlett. 

o ir New Ross, 28 October 1864. 

At the request, and accompanied by relieving officer Berney, I proeeed ed fc. Fethard oa 
yesterday, to examine and report on some cases of lever said to be ex £ i 

° f Ivtaite'd John Whitty, of Ramstown, Edward Flynn, of Oarinsore, and Patn^ Condon 
of Great Graigue, all eofrvaleseent from fever ; John, Mary, and Peter Condon s ind 
Howlett, in the same home at Great Graigne, >n fever ; none ol ihe Condom are baa 
■ cases, and two of them are very yoang; they were unwilling to go to hospital. 
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Hewlett, who case is likely to be bad, I recommended tlie relieving officer to send to 
hospital. Mary Shea, of Great Graigue, and Catherine Breen, of the Quay of Fethard, 
whom I also visited, are suffering from chest diseases. 

I understood, upon inquiry, there were no new cases of fever for some days, and therefore 
I think it likely the epidemic will not extend further, but I recommended the relieving 
officer to have the houses of the poor, in the locality where the fever existed, whitewashed; 
they require whitewashing badly. 

Should any new cases of fever break out in the district, I would earnestly recommend 
the opening of some temporary hospital, as I consider the removal of a patient in fever so 
long a distance as from Fethard to New Ross most injurious. 

M. P. Howlett, Physician and Surgeon. 

To Giffard Carr, Esq., Clerk of Union. 

(No. 20,613/64.) 

No. 30 . — Letter from Dr. Biggs to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Fethard, County Wexford, 27 October 1864. 

In consequence of three letters having been written to you lately, stating that 
several cases of fever have broken out in and about Fethard, and that they are 
left destitute for want of medical aid, and that in reply to those letters you have 
called on the Committee at once to hold a special meeting, in order to afford 
medical aid to the patients; and as the result of the meeting was that Dr. Long 
was to take charge of my portion of the district until another election would 
take place, which is appointed for the 11th of November, — 

. I beg to inform you, truthfully, that no such state of things has existed in my 
portion of the district. We have had two cases of typhus fever maculated, and 
one of gastric fever ; those are all I am aware of. The two cases of typhus 
I received tickets for, and never missed a single day in my attendance until they 
got the change and were out of danger. 

In the gastric case I was discontinued by Mr. Codd’s instrumentality ; for this 
case I had no ticket, but expected remuneration. 

On Wednesday, Dr. Long visited the patients that were stated to have been 
neglected, and received from both themselves and families the most satisfactory 
accounts of my treatment. They said I treated them with skill and kindness, 
and saved tin ir lives ; to the truth of this Dr. Long can bear testimony. 

I would ask you, Gentlemen, if, after proving the utter falsity of Mr. Codd’s 
statement as to the destitution and neglect of those patients, is his word to be 
relied upon, to the perfect ruin of my character, which, whether professional or 
otherwise, was never before called in question during the 21 years I have been 
in practice? 

I ask nothing to be taken on my own word, but am satisfied to await the result 
•of the closest inquiries into my conduct from any respectable persons in the 
district, particularly those who know me best ; I mean all who are not under 
Mr. Codd’s influence. 

I should have made this appeal before, but was advised to leave myself in 
the hands of the Committee, who proved their confidence in me by the way in 
which they acLed. 

I knew nothing about, the meeting on Monday last until I received a letter 
from Dr. Long saying he was appointed to do my duty. 

Had I been present I could have shown the Committee that I was not guilty 
of the charges contained in the three letters which you received, and 'therefore 
they would not have come to the conclusion which they did, namely, appointing 
Dr. Long to do my duty until the 11th of November, but, of course, when I was 
not there to defend myself) they were under the same impression that you were, 
not knowing the total absence of truth in those three letters mentioned above ; 
but this I do not regret, as I consider that the information which I now give may 
show you more fully than the Committee might have done the real state of the 
position in which I am placed. I have entries in my book of the exact hours 
that I paid my daily visits. 

It would seem that Mr. Codd was not even satisfied by Dr. Long’s doing my 
duty, as iie on Wednesday last went to the Board of Guardians, New. Ross, and 
lhursday they sent down Dr. Howlett who visited round the district .accompanied 
by the relieving officer. 

Dr. Howlett is the man who was put forward by Mr. Codd to oppose me, when 
I was elected to this Dispensary on the 3d December 1855. On that occasion 

-Mr. 
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Mr. Codd offered me money to let Dr. Howlett enter in my place; this I refused, 
and hence the commencement of the bitter enmity with which he has ever since 
endeavoured to crush me, never allowing me to have any private practice, and 
from the altar and from all other quarters forbidding any of his people to come 
to me for advice. It was stated at the investigation that I had lost the confidence 
of the people ; I never possessed the confidence of any one over whom he had 
power, therefore could not lose it. 

On several occasions Mr. Codd proposed my exchanging Dispensaries with 
Dr. Weldon of Gorey, not personally but through friends, and on the first day of 
the investigation here, sent a message by Mr. Darling of the National Bank, New 
Ross, to say that if I would resign he (Mr. Codd) would get me another appoint- 
ment. I would respectfully beg to call your attention to this, for it must be an 
evident fact, that if I am unfit to attend to the requirem ents of the poor in Fethard, 
I must be equally so in any other Dispensary. 

1 beg to inclose a letter from P. Hare, Esq., j.p., agent to the Marquess of Ely, 
and trust it, in addition to what I have stated, will induce you to form a more 
favourable opinion of the manner in which I have attended to the poor of my 
district. 

There can be no person more really interested in the welfare of the people than 
Mr. Hare, and as he is frequently in Fethard, no just and reasonable cause of 
complaint could fail to reach him, and he would be the very first to condemn me 
if I did not fulfil the duties of my office. I would be guilty of the basest ingra- 
titude if I were to act in any way unworthy of the great kindness and support I 
have ever received from the Marchioness of Ely and Mr. Hare. 

I felt myself bound, in honour to the nobility and gentry who had sufficient 
confidence in me to re-elect me, to leave nothing undone in the way of duty, but 
was painfully surprised to find how very differently my conduct had been repre- 
sented to you. 

I am at present in a most fearful position, and my only hope now is that you 
may be enabled to see, by my explanation of the last charges brought against me 
by Mr. Codd, how unrelenting and bitter is his determination to pursue myself 
and family to irretrievable ruin. 

Before I conclude, I beg to inform you that since I commenced this letter, which 
was some days ago, Dr. Long informed me that fever was becoming very preva- 
lent. If any of those cases existed before Dr. Long was appointed to do my duty, 
and if they were getting out-door relief, the neglect does not rest on me, but on 
the relieving officer for not sending me tickets or informing me of their illness. 

I shall only add, when you have given the matter your kind consideration, that 
I trust you will have the goodness to restore me to my original position. 

I have, &c.. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners for (signed) H. T. Biggs, l.d.c. 

Ireland. 



(20,618/64.) 

Enclosure 1 in foregoing Letter. 

Statement of Attendances on Cases of Fever referred to by the Rev. Mr. Codd. 
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Mrs. Breen, Quay, 
Gastric Fever. 
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The above is a correot account of my attendance on the Fever cases that were stated by Mr. Codd 



to be left destitute for want of medical aid. 



H, T. Biggs, i.d.c. 
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(No. 20,613/64.) 

Enclosure No. 2 in foregoing Letter. 

Letter from Mr. Hare to Dr. Biggs. 

My dear Sir, Durrow, 24 September 1864. 

I am very sorry to find that the Commissioners have refused to sanction your re-appoint- 
ment to Fethard Dispensary. I regret this tor your own sake as well as for the estate 
generally, for 1 feel assured it would not be easy to find one better qualified or more skilful 
fn your profession than you have proved yourself to be. It is very hard indeed to find you 
superseded for some (in my mind) unproved charges, after so many years, and the best of 
your life spent amongst iis. I should hope that on your Memorial to the Commissioners, 
and which I would recommend you to send up, they would rescind the order they have 
now given, particularly if it was backed by the Committee, which I am sure it would be if 
you laid the laid the matter before them. 

I am sure Lady Ely will be very sorry to hear of this reverse to you. 

Believe me, &c. 

H. Biggs, Esq. (signed) P. Hare. 



(No. 20,613/64.) 

No. 31. — Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Biggs. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 5 November 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in- 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 27th ultimo, in 
which you express a hope that, under the circumstances therein referred to, the 
Commissioners will restore you to the office of medical officer of the Fethard 
Dispensary District ; and the Commissioners desire to state that they must decline 
to interfere in any manner with the proceedings of the Dispensary Committee 
with respect to the appointment of your successor in the office of medical officer 
of the district referred to. 

By order, &c. 

To Dr. H. T. Biggs, Fethard, (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

County Wexford. 



(No. 20,613/64. 

No. 32. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of 
the Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, ... 5 November 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor iu 
Ireland, transmit herewith, for the information of the Committee of Management 
of the Fethard Dispensary District, a communication which they have received 
from Dr. Biggs, late medical officer of that district, together with a copy of the 
Commissioners’ reply. 

The Commissioners request that you will have the goodness to return the 
enclosed document when done with. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon. 



(No. 21,452/64. 

(No. 33. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, 
Duncannon, Co. Wexford. 

Sir, > 12 Nov. 1864. 

I have been directed to forward the enclosed resolution adopted by the Com- 
mittee relative to Dr. Biggs, together with Dr. Long’s report on the fever cases- 
lately attended by Dr. Biggs. 

The 
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The Committee elected Mrs. M'Namara midwife for the Fethard portion of the 
district. • 

The queries required to be answered are enclosed. 

I anr, &c. 

To the Chief Clerk, Poor Law Commission, (signed) A. Stephens, 
Custom House, Dublin. Honorary Secretary. 



(No. 21,552/64.) 

Enclosure 1, in foregoing Letter. 

Resolution of the Committee. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, Duncamion, 

11 November 1864. 

Moved by W. Breen, Esq., and Seconded by M. W. Knox , Esq. 

Resolved, That in consequence of the Commissioners’ letter of the 5th ultimo, in reply to ' 
Dr. Bigg's letter to them, that the Commissioners’ attention be particularly drawn to the 
letters of Dr. Howlett and Dr. Long, relative to the letters addressed to them, bearing date 
10th and 20th October, which, in their minds, call for an investigation previous to the 
election of a medical officer for the above district. Dr. Long has been continued in charge 
of the Fethard portion of the district until a doctor be appointed. 

(signed) J. Rowell, Chairman. 



No. 21,452/64.) 

Enclosure 2, in foregoing Letter. 

Letter from Dr. Long to the Honorary Secretary of the Dispensary Committee. 

Sir, Duncannon, 11 November 1864. 

In reply to your application calling my attention to a letier of the 20th ultimo from the 
Rev. Mr. Codd, respecting the attendance given to fever patients in the Fethard portion of 
the district by Dr. Biggn, 

I beg to state that, on my taking on the medical charge of this portion of the district, I 
visited John Whitty, of Ramstuwn, and Edward Flynn, of Cphirvien, the only patients in 
fever recorded on the Dispensary books, and found them in a state of convalescence. The 
patents and their friends united in expressions of lhanklulness to Dr. Biggs for his uniform 
attention and kindness during their illness. 

‘ * I have, &c. 

To A. Stephens, Esq.. Secretary. (signed) Richard Long, m.d. 



(No 21,452/64.) 

Enclosure 3, in foregoing Letter. 

Letter from Dr. Howlett to the Board of Guardians. i 

New Ross, 28 October 1864. 

At the request and accompanied by Relieving Officer Berney, I proceeded to Fethard 
on yesterday to examine and report on some cases of fever said to be existing m a portion 
of that district. . „ „ _ , _ A ~ , 

I visited John Whitly, of Ramstown, Edward Flynn, of Carnsore, and Patrick London, 
of Great Graigue, all convalescent from fever; John, Mary, and Peter Condon, and Johanna 
Howlett, in the same house at Great Graigue, in fever. None of the Condons are bad cases, 
and two of them are very young; they were unwilling to go to hospital. Johanna 
Howlett, whose case is likely to be bad, I recommended the relieving officer to send to 
hospital. Mary Shea, of Great Graigue, and Catherine Breen, oi the Quay of Fethard, 
whom I alsovisited, are suffering from chest disease. , - 

I understand, upon inquiry, there was no new cases of fever for some days, and therefore 

think it likely the epidemic will not extend further. . 

But I recommended the relieving officer to have the houses of the poor in the locality 
where the fever existed whitewashed : they require whitewashing badly. iou y 
cases of fever break out in the district, 1 would earnestly recommend the opening of some 
temporary hospital, as 1 consider the removal of a patient ip fever so long a is ance s ro 
Fethard to New Ross most injurious. 

To Gifford Carr, Esq. (signsd) M, P. Howlett, 

Clerk of the Union. 



Physician and Surgeon. 
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(No. 21,452/64.) 

No. 34.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of Fethard 
Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 23 November 1864. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, forwarding a copy 
of a resolution of the Committee of Management of the Fethard Dispensary 
district, in reference to certain fever cases attended by Dr. Biggs while medical 
officer of the Fethard Dispensary district; and the Commissioners desire .to 
state that in their opinion there are not any grounds for attaching blame to Dr. 
Biggs in reference to the cases in question. 

The Commissioners at the same time request that the Committee of Manage- 
ment will proceed to the election of a medical officer for the district. 

By order, &c. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, Chief Clerk. 

Duncannon, Co. Wexford. 



(No. 22,043/64.) 

No. 35. — Letter from Dr. Long to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Arthurstown, 22 November 1864. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, that of the five persons stated to have remained under treatment in my 
report of the 15th instant, — 

One, the little girl who had acted as servant and nurse to a family of five 
ersons stricken down in one house, has died. Three are convalescent, and one 
is still in a doubtful state. 

There has been no new case of fever. 

The duties I am endeavouring, at the request of the managing committee of 
the dispensary, to perform, are most harassing, and far beyond the powers of one 
person to continue to contend with. 

May I therefore hope that the Commissioners will please to direct such 
measures to be adopted as may relieve me from a prolonged charge of the 
Fethard portion of the district. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Long, m. d., Medical Officer, 
To B. Banks, Esq., Fethard Dispensary District. 

Secretary, Poor Law Commission. 



(No. 22,043/64.) 

No. 36. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 25 November 1864. 

Adverting to the vacancy in the office of medical officer of the Fethard por- 
tion of the Fethard Dispensary District, the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland forward herewith for the information 
of the Committee of Management a copy of a letter which they have received 
from Dr. Long, in which he expresses a wish to be relieved from the temporary 
discharge of the duties of the district, together with a copy of the Cominisioners’ 
reply', and the Commissioners’ request that the Committee will without delay 
proceed to the election of a medical officer for the district. 

The Commissioners at the same time request to be informed of the day fixed 
for the election. 

By order, &c. 

To Abraham Stephens, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, Chief Clerk. 

Dungannon. 
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(No. 22,193/64.) 

No. 37. — Letter from Dr. Biggs to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Fethard, 24 November 1864. 

Having heard from Dr. Long that he has written to you declining to attend 
to the Fethard portion of the district, I beg to say that if yon will kindly allow 
me to do the duty as locum tenens until you can enter into any investigation you 
may think proper, and which I earnestly request, I am ready and most anxious 
to resume the duties from which I have been suspended owing to false statements 
made to you, and which I only await the opportunity to disprove. 

I should not presume to make this application to you, had not the Committee, 
on more than one occasion, honoured me with their confidence and support 
during the trying circumstances in which I have been placed during the last six 
months. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) H. T. Biggs. 

Dublin. 



(No. 22,193/64.) 

No. 38.— Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Biggs. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

28 November 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, in reference to the office 
of temporary medical officer of the Fethard sub-district of the Fethard Dispensary 
District in New Ross Union ; and the Commissioners desire to state that they 
are in communication with the Dispensary Committee on the subject of appoint- 
ing a medical officer for the sub-district referred to. 

By order, &c. 

To H. T. Biggs, Esq., Fethard. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 22,561/64.) 

No. 39. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary District, 

g- r 29 November 1864. 

I At/directed by the Committee to inform the Poor Law Commissioners that 
they have fixed the 14th December next as the day for electing a medical office! 
for the Fethard portion of the district ; and they further desire me to ask if Dr. 
Biggs be re-elected will the Commissioners sanction his appointment ? 

The Committee have fixed the remuneration of Dr. Long for doing the duty 
of the Fethard portion of the district at 3 1 . per week from the 24th October to the 
19th November (this day), and for the future at 2 1 . per week. 



To the Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commission, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) A Stephens, 

Honorary Secretary. 



(No. 22,561/64.) 

No 40 -Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gj r 3 December 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of die Poor : m 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your communication “ f t ^ 29th 
stating that the Committee of Management of the Fethard Dispensary D stri^ 
234. G 
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have fixed the 14th instant for the election of a medical officer for the Fethard 
sub-district ; and requesting to be informed whether the Commissioners would 
sanction the re-election of Dr. Biggs to the office of medical officer of that 
district. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state that it is contrary to tlieir practice 
to take any step or express any opinion, in anticipation of the' result of an elec- 
tion by a Committee. The function of the Commissioners is merely to sanction 
or decline to sanction the choice of the Committee : and the Commissioners are 
desirous, of leaving the Committee at perfect liberty in their choice in the matter 
in question. 

The Commissioners enclose queries to be answered respectino- the medical 
officer who may be appointed on the 14th instant. 

m „ By order, &c. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., (signed) B. Banks, 

Hnorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, Chief Clerk. 

Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 22,604/64.) 

No. 41.— Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians on 
30th November 1864. 

Resolved , — That the Guardians feel surprised that they have not had any infor- 
mation respecting the appointment of a medical officer for the Fethard portion of 
the Fethard Dispensary District, and request the Commissioners to give, them the 
earliest possible information of such appointment. 



(No. 22,604/64.) 

No. 42. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, . 5 December 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have received a Minute of the Board of Guardians of New Ross Union of 
the 30th ultimo, in reference to the appointment of a medical officer for the 
Fethard portion of the Fethard Dispensary District ; and the Commissioners 
enclose, for the information of the Guardians, a copy of a letter* which they have 
addressed to the Honorary Secretary of the Committee of Management on the 
subject, and they desire to state that the Committee have fixed the 14th instant 
for the election of a medical officer for the sub-district referred to. 

m By order, See. 

1 0 the Clerk > New Ross Union. (signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 23,531/64.) 

No. 43. Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 



q. Fethard Dispensary Committee, Duncannon, 

T lr V , , . „ 14 December 1864. 

1 am directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners, that the Committee 
have this day elected Dr. Biggs to Fethard sub-district. I beg herewith to 
forward the list of queries, also testimonials of Dr. Biggs, four in numherf. 

As Dr Long has resigned charge of the Fethard portion of the district, the 
ornmi ee have given charge to Dr. Biggs. Dr. Long’s resignation is herewith 



To the Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Stephens, 

Hon. Sec. 



*■ See No. 30. 



t These are the letters attached to Dr. HilP» Report, No. 4. 
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(No. 23,531/64). 

Enclosure 1 in foregoing Letter. 

Letter from Dr. Long to the Chairman of the Dispensary Committee. 

Dear Sir, Arthurstown, 14 December 1864. 

I beg again to express my hope that the Managing Committee will relieve me from the 
charge of the Fethard sub-district on the expiration of this week. I would also beg 
respectfully to suggest that Dr. Biggs be placed in the medical charge of that district until 
the ultimate decision of the Commissioners shall be known. 

On my last interview with the Managing Committee, I claimed as a payment for my 
services during the fearful outbreak of fever, 4 l. a week, the sum offered to another 
medical gentleman. You suggested 3 L, and I said that I would leave the matter entirely 
in the hands of the Committee. 

The Secretary, Mr. Stephens, has just informed me that they decided on two scales of 
payment, 3 1. a week for the first five weeks, and 2 /. a week for the last three weeks. 

Considering all I have went through, it ought to be at least 3 l. a week throughout. 

You will, however, please to sign an order for tny payment on whichever scale is right and 
just. 

Believe me, &c. 

To Jacob Powell, Esq., Chairman. (signed) Richard Long, m.d.- 



Enclosure 2 in foregoing Letter. 

Answers to Queries. 

New Ross Union. — Fethard portion of Fethard Dispensary District. 

Appointment of Medical Officer for the above Dispensary District, under the Medical 
Charities Act, 14 & 16 Viet. c. 68, s. 8. 



1 . Name in full of the person proposed to be 

appointed as Medical Officer for the above 
Dispensary District. 

2. Names of the Electoral Divisions which 

form the District for which the appoint- 
ment is proposed. 

3. * Is he Registered under the Medical Act? 

i. State the College or other body from 
which he has obtained a Degree in Me- 
dicine, or a Diploma or Licence to prac- 
tise it, with the date. 

ii. State the College or sther body from 

which he has obtained a Degree in 
Surgery or a Diploma, or Licence to 
practise it, with the date. 

iii. State the College, or Board, or Court of 

Examiners, duly authorized to grant it, 
from which he has obtained a Diploma 
in Midwifery, or a Certificate of his 
possessing a competent knowledge of 
Midwifery, with its date. 

4. His Age ------ 

5. How long has he been in practise as a 

Medical man ? 

6. Does he at present reside within the Dis- 

trict, or where ? 

i. What is his intended place of Residence 

if his appointment be approved? and in 
what Electoral Division of the District? 
— State proposed Address and Post 
Town. 

ii. Distance of his intended Residence 

from the centre of the District ? 

■iii. Distance of such Residence from the 
Dispensary Building. 



Henry Thomas Biggs, jj. D. c. 
Fethard; Templelown; Tintem. 
He is. 



‘Licentiate of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland, 26th May 1843. 



Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, 
26 th May 1843; and Rotunda Hospi- 
tal, 8th November 1841. 

45 years. 

21 years. 

Within t.he District 

Fethard, in the Electoral Division of 
Fethard ; Post-town, Fethard. 

About central. 



At the house of my residence. 

7- Name 



* ifae._ The certificate of Registration, with the Diplomas, to be forwarded with Replies to Queries. 

2<U. G 2 
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7. Name of the place where the Dispensary 

Building is situate, aud in what Electoral 
Division? 

i. Similar particulars as to any branch Dis- 

pensary in the District? 

ii. What are the days and hours fixed for the 

attendance of the Medical Officer at the 
Dispensary and branch Dispensary, if 
any, in each week? 

8. Has he hitherto held any other Medical 

office? If so, state whatoffice, and whether 
he now holds it, or when he ceased to hold 
it: and if Medical Officer of any other 
Dispensary, or of an Hospital, or other 
similar Institution ; state the name of it, 
and the Electoral Division and Union in 
which it is situate ? 

9. Date upon which the Appointment was 

made by the Committee of Management? 
And at what time are his duties to com- 
mence ? 

10. State the amount of Salary, as determined 

by the Board of Guardians ? 

11. Is he a Member of the Board of Guardians 

of the Union in which the Dispensary 
District for which he is appointed, is 
si tuate ? Or aMember of the Committeeof 
Management of the Dispensary District? 

12. State the cause of the Appointment being 

now made; if a Resignation, state the 
cause of such Resignation. 

Date when the previous Medical Officer of 
the District ceased to act as such. 



At Fethard and Ballycullane. 



Branch Dispensary. 

Fethard; Monday and Friday, II to 1 
o’clock. Ballycullane; Wednesday, 2 
to 4 o’clock. 

Has hitherto been Medical Officer of the 
Fethard portion of the district to which 
he is now re-elected. 



14 December 1864. 
Immediately. 

80 /. per annum. 
No. 



At the request of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners. 

Dr. Long, who was acting pro. tern., re- 
signed this day. 



A. Stephens , Hon. Sec. 
Henry Thomas Biggs. 

Reported to the Poor Law Commissioners for their approval, 14th day of December 1864. 



(No. 23,828/64.) 

No. 44. — Letter from the Honorary Secretary of the Fethard Dispensary 
Committee to the Commissioners. 

Fethard Dispensary Committee, Duncannon, 
Sir, 17 December 1864. 

I am directed to inform the Poor Law Commissioners that at the meeting of the 
Committee held on the 14th instant, on which day Dr. Biggs was elected for the 
Fethard portion of the district, there were 14 members present, including Lord 
Templemore, 12 of whom voted for Dr. Biggs’ election and two against. 

I have, &c. 

To the Chief Clerk, (signed) A. Stephens, Hon. Sec. 

Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



(No. 23,828/64; No. 23,531/64.) 

No. 45 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Honorary Secretary of the 
Fethard Dispensary Committee. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

> _ 20 December 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 14th and 17th instant, 

together 
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together with replies to queries respecting the appointment of Mr. Henry Thomas 
Biggs as a medical officer of the Fethard Dispensary District in New Ross Union, 
and the Commissioners sanction this appointment. 

The Commissioners at the same time request that the Committee will warn 
Mr. Biggs that in the event of any act of intemperance or neglect of duty being 
established against him in future, the Commissioners will dismiss him by an 
order under seal. 

Mr. Biggs’ diplomas are herewith returned. 

By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks , Chief Clerk. 

To A. Stephens, Esq., 

Honorary Secretary, Fethard Dispensary Committee, 

Duncannon, County Wexford. 



(No. 23,723/64.) 

No. 46. — Letter from the Rev. Richard Kelly , c.c., to the Commissioner &. 

Templetown, Fethard, Co. Wexford, 
Gentlemen, 15 December 1864. 

It appears that the Committee of Management for the Fethard District of the 
New Ross Union are still endeavouring to have Dr. Biggs returned as the medical 
officer of this same district. In reference thereto, I beg to state that, as Father 
Codd is now absent, it devolves on roe to lay before you a few facts which chal- 
lenge investigation. 

First The poor of this district, over which Dr. Biggs has charge, have no 
confidence in him as medical officer. If you entertain any doubt regarding this 
statement, vou can have the signatures of all the poor declaring this to be the 
fact and many of them will state in the most emphatic manner that they would 
sooner have no medical attendance, even in the most malignant cases of fever than 
rail in Dr. Biggs. This want of confidence has naturally arisen from Di. Biggs 
conduct towards them, as has been proved in the investigation, held last summer, 
and an occurrence which has taken place since this west, gat, on, which readers 
this want of confidence still more deep-rooted. A man named Martin Whuty 
took ill of typhus fever about two or three months ago ; Dr. Biggs was ca led 
on to attend 'him, and in place of saying that, he had fever, and that he shotdd be 
separated from the family with whom he lodged, the doctor merely said that he 
laboured under great debility and coldness of the extremities.” This certificate 
of the doctor can be seen in Relieving Officer Berney’s books. What was the 
consequence of this child-like decision? Eight families became infected with 
^ fever there were 22 cases of it, and three deaths; and were it not for 
£r Xong’s very great attention and skill in attending these patients afterwards, 
no one could tell how it would end, or how many it would have taken away. This 
fact fs so public here, and so well known, that there would be no trouble at all in 
nrovffir it Dr. Biggs attended two cases of this fever afterwards one of them 
TVhitt Vs son and another man named Edward Flynn ; and he vts.ted them more 
San once before he ,„] d what their complaint was, to the great danger of the 
community who were frequently going in and out of these houses not knowing 
the danger of taking and spreading the contagion They were told by some 
° enn thpv had fever before the doctor told it, or ordered any sepaia- 

SSiSSIj kjsmssks 

of confidence. 

„ The re election of Dr Biggs on the 14th instant cannot be said to 
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word, he is as absolute with regard to his tenants as the Emperor of Russia is 
over his subjects. Now this being the case, can these tenants be said to give a 
free vote, when they are called on by Mr. Hare, the Marchioness’ agent, to vote 
for Dr. Biggs, adding, that the Marchioness is very interested in the doctor. It 
would be the height of imprudence to refuse ; they did not refuse, for they knew 
that it is the general belief here that such a refusal, in similar circumstances 
was visited by fearful retribution some years ago on the same estate. Therefore 
it is for you to consider whether an election in which such means are resorted to 
can be said to be the free act of the majority of the members, even though all 
the voters may be on the same side. Again, it may fairly be asked, why the 
leading members of this Committee, who are now so zealous to thrust Dr. Biggs 
on the poor against their will, did not attend at the investigation last summer to 
justify Dr. Biggs, if they bondjide believed that he was wronged. The answer 
is easy • they would have to disclose something, when on their oath, which would 
do more damage than service to his case, as you may see by reference to the 
investigation, in the evidence of the Rev. Mr. Weldon, who was brought in by 
the advice of the Doctor’s attorney to give him a character. 

You will be pleased, therefore, to investigate these facts before you sanction 
Dr. Biggs’ re-election on 14th instant. 

To the Commissioners (signed) Richard Kelly , c. c. 

of the Poor Law Administration. 



(No. 23,723/64.) 

No. 47.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Richard Kelly . 

Poor Law' Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, . 20 December 1864. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 16th instant, 
respecting the election of Dr. Biggs to the office of medical officer of theFethard 
Dispensary District, and they desire to inform you that they have sanctioned 
Dr. Biggs’ appointment; but they have at the same time requested the Dispensary 
Committee to warn Dr. Biggs, that in the event of any act of intemperance or 
neglect of duty being established against him in future, that the Commissioners 
will dismiss him by order under seal. 



To the Rev. Richard Kelly, c. c., 
Terapletown, Fethard, County Wexford. 



By order, &c. 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




